BYRAM TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING   -  JANUARY 19, 2010

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT

Adequate notice of this meeting has been made in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4-6 by forwarding the annual notice to the New Jersey Herald, the Township Journal, posting the agenda on the bulletin board located in the Council Meeting Room and the Township website and by filing same with the Township Clerk. 

ROLL CALL

Councilman Olson, here; Councilwoman Raffay, here; Councilman Rafferty, late (5:45 p.m.); Councilman Thompson, late (6:10 p.m.); Mayor Oscovitch, here; Township Manager Joe Sabatini, Attorney Tom Collins (7:35 p.m.) and Municipal Clerk Doris Flynn were also present.   

BUDGET WORK SESSION

The Manager reviewed the preliminary budget with the Mayor and Council.  Several Department Heads were present.  Each Department’s budget was reviewed.   Several areas were discussed  for potential reductions.  Councilman Rafferty was in favor of reducing the Election line item because of the new law, which would allow a non-partisan election to be moved from May to November.  Councilman Olson questioned the cost to the Township for the Auditors and thought we should look to see if we could reduce it.  Councilwoman Raffay thought it was worth investigating.  They suggested finding out what other firms charge.  This suggestion was not supported by the other Council members.  Joe Sabatini will speak to Nissivachia and express budget concerns and see if there is any room for negotiation in their services.  Several members asked questions as the Manager reviewed each Department’s budget.  

Mayor Oscovitch commended Joe Sabatini for putting together a great budget.  Joe Sabatini stated that the budget is in draft form and there is still much work to be done.  There will be more budget meetings after the new Governor gives the State Budget Address scheduled for March 16.  

ADJOURN BUDGET WORK SESSION at 7:30 p.m. and announced a five minute recess.

CALL REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING TO ORDER 

The Mayor called the meeting back to order at 7:35 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA – Motion by Councilman Olson, seconded by Councilman Rafferty, to approve the agenda.  All members were in favor.   Motion carried.

REPORTS

Manager’s Report:

· Informed the Council and the public that the SECTV amended ordinance is still being worked on and will be introduced at an upcoming meeting
· Route 206 construction officially started last Monday
· Attended the Sussex County League of Municipalities meeting on January 13 with the Mayor and Councilwoman Raffay and the topic was SCUMA.
Councilman Olson 

· Discussed the Environmental Commission (EC) hike on January 11th which went from the railroad bed on Old Wolfe Lake Road to the Andover border.

· The EC will meet on January 28th at 7:30

· There will be a Tri-Community Trail Grant meeting on January 26 at 7:30 in the Council conference room

· Gave an update to the Council on PSE&G

Councilwoman Raffay
· The next planning board meeting is on January 21st at 8 p.m.

· Attended the Hopatcong reorganization meeting on behalf of Byram Township.  

· Attended County Freeholder meeting on January 13 with the Mayor.

· Attended Sussex County League of Municipalities meeting on January 13 with Mayor and Manager.  

· Attended the Gold Award Ceremony for Jenna Wilson and Arielle Klein with the Mayor.  Jenna spent countless hours working on spreading the word about spina bifida and the importance of women of childbearing age to take folic acid before becoming pregnant to help prevent this birth defect.  Arielle dedicated her time toward her gold award installing a new playground at her church.  They are both fine examples of the good in the youth in Byram.

· Round table town-wide committee meeting – There is a 7:30 meeting schedule for January 25th at town hall for all chairs of town committees.  The purpose is to open lines of communication between town committees to see where there is overlap of responsibilities and how we can better collaborate on projects. 

· During a goal setting meeting, the Council discussed having Council office hours on the Saturday before a meeting.  Marie has a sign up sheet and is looking for two council representatives for a two-hour time slot.

Councilman Rafferty

· Attended a Recreation Committee meeting on January 12.  Dan informed the committee that a discussion of enforcement of ordinances regarding recreation policies would be discussed at an upcoming meeting.  
· The Honorarium subcommittee discussed the Council decision not to name fields after people. As an alternative, they discussed hanging banners honoring people, and designating one field for veterans and one for volunteers.  Dan Rafferty felt the Council would be receptive to these ideas.
· A Fire Department member asked Councilman Rafferty to look further into the ability for fire trucks to draw water at the Johnson Dam site. 
Councilman Thompson

· The next BOH meeting will be January 26th at 7:30 p.m.

Mayor Oscovitch

1. January 10th – Attended the Girl Scout Gold Award for Arielle Klien and Jenna Wilson.  Both are amazing young ladies.  Arielle’s Gold award project was to re-furbish the playground at her church and Jenna’s project was to work with the Spina Bifida Network to increase awareness.

2.  January 12th – Attended the Sussex County Chamber of Commerce Business to Business breakfast.  Spoke with several business leaders about openings in our business district.  

3. January 13th – Attended the Sussex – Warren County Employer Legislative Committee in partnership with Sussex Chamber and NJBIA.  Guest speaker was Freeholder Phil Crabb.

Attended the Sussex County Freeholders meeting.

Attended the Sussex County League of Municipalities Re-org meeting.  The hot topic for this meeting was Flow Control and how it will affect Byram.  Representatives from SCUMA and County Admin. John Eskilson were on hand to answer questions and explain the county’s position on this.

4. January 15th - Attended the Andover – Byram Chamber of Commerce Meeting.  On the agenda again was “Taste of the Lakes”.   Also on the agenda were goals for 2010.  Increased membership was discussed.  Try to raise membership by 5%.  

5. January 16th – Attended the Lakeland Emergency Squad Installation Dinner with Mr. Sabatini and Chief Rafferty.  It was a great night and he was honored to be a part of it.

6. On January 21st @ 11:00 we will have representatives from The Mayors Wellness Campaign visiting us at Town Hall to discuss this program.  

Mr. Sabatini, Mr. Collins, Paul Glietz, Chris Hellwig and the Mayor are meeting with Eileen Swan and Tom Borden at the Highlands Council offices in Chester to discuss Byram’s “laundry list” of items. 

7. Will be attending the Mayor’s breakfast with Congressman Frelinghuysen on January 25th.  He plans to discuss the Post Office and the Byram Civic Center.

8. Meeting on January 26th at Town Hall with Helen Maurella, Supt of Hopatcong and Waterloo, Helen's boss Steve, Wayne McCabe, Freeholder Zellman, Councilwoman Raffay regarding Waterloo Village to see what has been accomplished, what is planned by Parks and Forestry and the DEP and explore what we can do.  The DEP historic preservation is also in the loop of informed people.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION I - Motion by Councilman Rafferty, second by Councilman Olson to open to the public.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried.  

Skip Danielson, 18 Hunters Lane, asked what the status was on fixing the problems with the Johnson Dam.  Joe Sabatini reported that it was being worked out with the professionals.  

Skip Danielson stated that he did not think having Saturday Council office hours was the right thing to do because he felt it was against Byram’s form of government.

Councilman Rafferty made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Raffay, to close to public.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried.

CONSIDERATION OF BILLS – January 19, 2010 – Councilman Rafferty, seconded by Councilwoman Raffay, made a motion to accept the bills as presented.  Councilman Thompson recused from Bill No. 5188.                       .  
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Resolution No. 12 – 2010 – Authorization to Purchase Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) and Associated Equipment for the Byram Township Fire Department 
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Resolution No. 13 – 2010 –  Authorization to Execute an Agreement for Assignment of Interests in Real Property by and between Byram Township and the Land Conservancy of New Jersey associated with the Purchase of the Hudson Greenway

 
[image: image3.wmf]COUNCIL 

MEMBER

Councilman Olson

Councilwoman 

Raffay

Councilman 

Rafferty

Councilman 

Thompson

Mayor Oscovitch

Motion

        x

2nd

        x

Yes

        x

       x

        x

        x

No

Abstain

      x

Absent


Discussion Items – Website Policy

Joe Sabatini provided a memo to the Council regarding a Township website policy.  Presently, the Township does not have a policy regarding the adding of private commercial information to the Township’s website.  Joe Sabatini expressed a few concerns that he would have and suggested several options for action.  The Council was in favor of the Chamber of Commerce getting more involved in promoting the businesses in Byram.   It is also something the future Economic Development Committee could get involved with.

Participation II – Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilwoman Raffay to open to the public.  All members were in favor.  

Earl Riley, 5 Louis Drive, thanked the Mayor for appointing him to another term on the Lake Mustconetcong Regional Planning Board.  He gave a brief report of what has happened with the lake in the past year and what the Board would like to see happen in the future.

Skip Danielson, 18 Hunters Lane, expressed his disappointment in not being appointed to the Census Complete Count Committee. 

Councilman Olson made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Raffay, to close to public.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried.

CLOSED SESSION   

Motion by Councilman Thompson, second by Councilmen Olson to go into closed session, all members in favor, at 8:28 p.m. and adopt the below resolution.  

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P. L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Byram, that the public shall be excluded from discussion of the following matters:

· Attorney Client Privilege Communication 

· Contract Negotiations – Consolidated School, Interlocal Agreement with Sparta, Non-emergent Water Agreement, Hudson Greenway, Forest Lakes Dam Agreement

· Personnel – Township Manager Evaluation

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Minutes will be kept on file in the Municipal Clerk’s office, and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the above no longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes shall be made public.

BYRAM TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

Certification: 
I certify that the Byram Township Council adopted the foregoing resolution 

on January 19, 2010.

Doris Flynn

Municipal Clerk

Return to Public – Motion by Councilman Thompson, second by Councilman Olson to return to public session at 9:43 p.m.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried.  

Hudson Greenway – (Councilwoman Raffay stepped down for this discussion.)  Motion by Councilman Olson second by Councilman Rafferty to authorize the Township Manager with the assistance of the Township Attorney and his partner David Saloway and the Township Engineer Cory Stoner to prepare and have the Mayor or Manager sign a contract amendment of the Hudson Greenway contract to allow for an escrow provision for the Dam Safety work to allow closing to take place before the expected deadline of February 15, 2010.  The agreement may include such revisions as recommended by the Township Manager and the professionals.
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ADJOURN 
On the motion by Councilman Thompson, second by Councilman Olson, and with all members in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m.

  

_______________________



________________________

Doris Flynn, RMC




    James Oscovitch, Mayor
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