BYRAM TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING   -  FEBRUARY 24, 2010

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT

Adequate notice of this meeting has been made in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4-6.

ROLL CALL

Councilman Olson, here; Councilwoman Raffay, here; Councilman Rafferty, here; Councilman Thompson, present; Mayor Oscovitch, late (8:17 p.m.); Township Manager Joe Sabatini, CFO Theresa Vervaet and Municipal Clerk Doris Flynn were also present.   

FLAG SALUTE  
BUDGET WORK SESSION

Township Manager Joe Sabatini reviewed the recent changes that were made to the budget.  He stated that his Department Heads did a great job in preparing their budgets.  The Manager highly recommends that the Township concentrate on decreasing its dependency on surplus.  

The Manager went through every Department in the budget with the Council.  Councilman Olson asked several questions regarding legal, streets and roads expenses, auditing, the historical society donation, celebration of events, and revenues.  Councilwoman Raffay asked if there would be any benefit in leasing cars vs. purchasing.  Councilman Olson and Councilwoman Raffay stated that they would like to see the Township interview other auditing firms to see if the service could be provided for less money.

The Manager and Council discussed recreation and the possibility of not being able to hold classes in the Byram Schools.  Several classes are now being held at Creative KidKare, which is working out well.  We may have to find more ways to work with the community to support the recreation programs.

Councilman Olson asked the Manager questions about the Energy Audit.  The Manager stated that he has not yet looked at implementing any of the suggested changes.

Regarding holiday lights, Councilman Olson stated that he would like to see the Chamber of Commerce take the lead on this.  Councilman Thompson stated that he would like to try to get donations from residents and businesses of Byram.

The next budget meeting will be scheduled for March 8th.  Councilman Olson would like the revenue numbers at that time, so he could see the whole picture.  Joe Sabatini will arrange for Ray Sarinelli to be there.

Open to the Public – Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilwoman Raffay to open to the public.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried.

Harvey Roseff, 33 Sleepy Hollow Road, stated that he likes what the governor is doing, and he feels the town has to figure out how not to pass an increase onto the residents.

Councilwoman Raffay made a motion, seconded by Councilman Olson, to close to public.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried.

ADJOURN 
On the motion by Councilman Thompson, second by Councilman Olson, and with all members in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m.

  

_______________________



________________________

Doris Flynn, RMC




    James Oscovitch, Mayor
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