BYRAM TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING   -  MARCH 8, 2010

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT

Adequate notice of this meeting has been made in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4-6.

ROLL CALL

Councilman Olson, here; Councilwoman Raffay, here; Councilman Rafferty, late (5:44 p.m.); Councilman Thompson, late ((5:45 p.m.), present; Mayor Oscovitch, here; Township Manager Joe Sabatini, CFO Theresa Vervaet, Township Auditor Ray Sarinelli and Municipal Clerk Doris Flynn were also present.   

FLAG SALUTE  
BUDGET WORK SESSION

Township Manager Joe Sabatini reviewed the recent changes that were made to the budget.  He stated that his Department Heads did a great job in preparing their budgets and also noted that the Department Heads do a great job in managing their budgets throughout the year.  

The Manager reviewed numbers regarding our dependency on surplus over the past three years and the amounts Byram received from State Aid.   State Aid has gone down each year and our dependency on surplus gone up.

Ray Sarinelli explained the levy cap and appropriations cap in detail.  He gave the history of both caps and the difficulties that towns have adhering to them.  Ray explained what line items are inside and outside the cap.  

The auditor felt that the 2010 budget was a good budget.  It proposes a modest increase, which would be approximately $92.00 to the average homeowner.  

Joe Sabatini summarized some of the cost-saving reductions he and his staff have made over the past year and stated that he will continue to look for more ways to save.

Open to the Public – Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilwoman Raffay to open to the public.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried.

Marvin Segal, Lynn Drive, stated that he really appreciated the auditor’s explanation of the budget and the caps.  It was done in a way that he could understand.  He feels Byram has done a good job with the budget.  He does feel that Byram’s taxes are high and that we should not lose sight of that, although he is aware that it is a common problem throughout New Jersey

Councilwoman Raffay made a motion, seconded by Councilman Olson, to close to public.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried.

ADJOURN 
On the motion by Councilman Thompson, second by Councilman Olson, and with all members in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

  

_______________________



________________________

Doris Flynn, RMC




    James Oscovitch, Mayor
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