BYRAM TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING   -  APRIL 19, 2010

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT

Adequate notice of this meeting has been made in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4-6 by forwarding the annual notice to the New Jersey Herald, the Township Journal, posting the agenda on the bulletin board located in the Council Meeting Room and the Township website and by filing same with the Township Clerk. 

ROLL CALL

Councilman Olson, here; Councilwoman Raffay, here; Councilman Rafferty, here; Councilman Thompson, here; Mayor Oscovitch, here; Township Manager Joe Sabatini, Attorney Tom Collins and Municipal Clerk Doris Flynn were also present.   

RESOLUTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION – Motion by Councilman Rafferty, second by Councilman Olson, to go into executive session and adopt the below resolution at 7:05 p.m.
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P. L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Byram, that the public shall be excluded from discussion of the following matters:

· Pending/Ongoing Litigation – PSE&G

· Personnel – Employee Handbook
· Attorney Client Privileged Information

Consolidated School
· Contract Negotiations

a. 911 Agreement

b. Professional Appointments

c. Shared Service – Sparta

d. Open Space - Heitman 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Minutes will be kept on file in the Municipal Clerk’s office, and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the above no longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes shall be made public.

BYRAM TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

Certification: 
I certify that the Byram Township Council adopted the foregoing resolution 

on April 19, 2010.

Doris Flynn

Municipal Clerk
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Return to Public Session – Motion by Councilman Rafferty, second by Councilman Thompson to return to public session at 7:30 p.m.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried.  

CALL REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING TO ORDER – The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

APPROVAL OF AGENDA – Motion by Councilman Olson, seconded by Councilman Rafferty, to approve the agenda with the addition of Resolution 46-2010 to the Consent agenda.  All members were in favor.  

PUBLIC PARTIPATION I – Motion by Councilman Thompson, second by Councilman Rafferty to open to the public.  All members were in favor.
Earl Riley, 5 Louis Drive, spoke on behalf of the Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board.  He asked if the Council would consider loaning a roll-off container to the Board for another year. Councilman Rafferty made a motion, seconded by Councilman Olson, to allow the Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board to use the Township’s 30 yard roll-off dumpster under the same terms that we have had for the last two years. 
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Motion by Councilman Rafferty, second by Councilman Olson to close to the public.  All members were in favor.

Councilman Rafferty, seconded by Councilman Olson, made a motion to approve the bill list as presented.  Councilman Thompson recused from Bill No. 5612 and 5607.                      
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES -  
April 5, 2010 Regular Minutes – Motion by Councilman Rafferty, second by Councilwoman Raffay to approve the minutes as presented.  
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April 5, 2010 Closed Session Minutes – Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilman Rafferty to approve the minutes as presented.
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REPORTS
Manager’s Report

· School Board Elections are on April 20th—polls are open from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m.
· Municipal budget hearing is scheduled for Monday, May 3rd.
· On April 15th the Manager attended the Highlands Council meeting with the Mayor, Councilwoman Raffay, Planning Board Chair and Township professionals.  The Highlands Council discussed the Township’s Center designation and the comments were very favorable.
· On April 27th, the Manager will attend a roundtable discussion that will be focusing on managing personnel issues during the budget crisis.
· Dog licenses are due by May 1st – late fees will be assessed after that date.
Councilman Thompson
· The next Board of Health meeting will be April 27 at 7:30 p.m.

· Councilman Thompson asked the public to keep the families of Chris Hellwig, Brian Kern and John Gutwerk’s father in their thoughts. 

Councilman Rafferty   

· Asked the Manager if Cory Stoner could attend an upcoming Recreation Meeting to discuss the potential usage of Jones Lane.   Joe Sabatini stated that a recommendation would have to come from the Open Space Committee to use Open Space funds for this.
Councilman Olson 

· The Open Space Committee met on April 12th and will meet again in June 14th..

· The Environmental Commission meets next on Thursday, April 22 (Earth Day) at 7:30 pm in the Council meeting room. Several members participated in a clean-up day for the Musconetcong Watershed Association on Saturday, April 17 from 9am-noon along the stream corridor just south of Salt Gastropub and running back towards the Jefferson Glen Bike Trail.  Eight large bags of trash were taken out, along with tires and a piece of exercise equipment.  He thanked everyone who helped.
Councilwoman Raffay

· Planning Board – Executive Director of HC presented Byram’s plan for a renewed Village Center designation at last week’s HC meeting.  All members of the HC were highly impressed and complimentary to Byram, its staff, planners, professionals, and citizens who have helped this project over the past decade or more.  Big congratulations to PB, Arc, as well as our professionals who have put countless hours into this plan.  The HC saw that we have something amazing here in Byram by planning well for our commercial area and at the same time preserving contiguous open space.  The next meeting is on May 6 at 7:30.  

· Friends of Waterloo - Friends of Waterloo Village is coming along well.  We are currently in the process of planning a fundraising kickoff event to highlight some of the plans for where we want to start rehabilitation.
· Green Team - As part of Sustainable Jersey, Byram is required to form a Green Team to address sustainable initiatives in town.  To start that off, Michelle Rehse from the EC has been working toward achieving certification for Byram.  We had a meeting last Tues to plan a course of action.  Sustainable Jersey offers grants and other financial incentives for towns to work toward a more sustainable community.

· Councilwoman Raffay acknowledged the passing of our director of planning, Chris Hellwig.  The impact he made on this town will be felt for years to come.  His work on our COAH certification, Highlands plan, revisions to ordinances and so on are all very important things that have made a difference to the residents of the town.  He will be missed.

Mayor Oscovitch
1. April 8th – Attended opening day for the Lenape Valley lacrosse program.  Game was held at Indian Field in Netcong.  The lacrosse program is thriving, even at the HS level.

2. April 9th- Attended the Friends of Waterloo Village Inc. meeting.  Meeting was held at The Meeting House inside of The Village.  Points of discussion:  Committee’s, Breakfast, future dates and fundraising goals.

3. April 12th – Attended a Court of Honor ceremony for Boy Scout Troop 276.  

4. April 13th – Attended the Sussex County Chamber of Commerce breakfast at the Lafayette House.  Sponsors of the event were Eastern Propane and Byram’s own MSI.  Byram was well represented at this event with MSI and also Kristin Berkenmeyer, Assistant VP and Branch Manager of Sovereign Bank (Byram Branch).

5. April 14th – Attended the Sussex/Warren ELC (Employer Legislative Committee) held at Sussex County Community College.  Guest speaker was Sussex County Planner Erik Snyder.  Erik spoke about county planning and how all municipalities need to talk with each other and continue to work towards the Vision 2020.  

6. April 15th – Attended the Highlands Council meeting with the Manager, Planning Board Chair, Paul Glietz, and Tom Collins.  Also in attendance Councilwoman Raffay and Planning Board member Andrew McElroy.  The Highlands Council had a work session on our state designated Village Center.  According to our Township Attorney, this was the first unanimous consensus of a state designated center.

7. Gave an update on the census – 79% of the residents in Byram Township have submitted a census form to date.  The State average so far is 68%.    

8. The Mayor stated that the entire council including the Manager, Clerk and Staff work very hard for Byram.  We may not agree all the time, however we are all committed in our efforts.  Each of us sit on different boards, committees or act as liaisons’ to various commissions, etc…  It is very frustrating when we receive feedback that there has been mis-information of Town business given by persons not elected, employed or appointed.  This could prove to be damaging to relationships, works in progress and is simply not beneficial to the residents of Byram Township. 

9. We are very sad to say that our good friend and co-worker Chris Hellwig passed away on Friday.  Born in Livingston, N.J., Chris resided in Spring Lake most of his life. He resided in Randolph before moving to Piscataway eight years ago. Chris graduated from Red Bank Catholic High School and Rutgers University. He received his master's degree from there as well. As the result of winning the Roy DeBoer Scholarship from Rutgers, he spent two internships abroad studying the gardens of Spain and Germany. Christopher was the director of planning for Byram Township, N.J. When Christopher was diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor in the summer of 2000, he was a vibrant 24-year-old with a degree in environmental planning and design. Given the heavy choice of "Curse the darkness or Light a candle", he chose the latter. For 10 years he lit the way for all who knew him and loved him. No matter how difficult things became, never once did Christopher complain. Even his oncologist called him the Miracle Child. In the end, however, family and friends were the things that Chris valued most. He was a devoted and exceptional son, friend, partner and uncle. The love and the light he shared with those he loved will live eternally. He is survived by his partner, Ernest Valdes; his mother, Honey Molinelli and her husband, Thomas Burrell, Spring Lake; his father, Howard W. Hellwig, Jr., Toms River; a brother and his wife, Gregory and Kelly Hellwig, Belmar. He is also survived by his aunts, Brenda Gould, Marian Cipolaro and Kathleen Hinson, and a special niece, Brianna Hellwig, Belmar. 

Mayor Oscovitch also asked to keep John Gutwerk, who lost his father today, in our prayers and the family of Brian Kern, who passed away in a tragic car accident.
Township Attorney – Tom Collins elaborated on the results of the Highlands Council meeting.  He stated that it was a very rare occurrence to receive a unanimous vote of support from the Highlands Council, which is what Byram received regarding their plan for the first “Highlands Center”.  The members were very impressed with the amount of detail that was presented and the quality of work that Byram’s staff and professionals have put in over the years.   
CONSENT AGENDA:  All items with an (*) are considered to be routine by the Members of the Township Council and will be enacted on by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a citizen or Council member so requests in which event the item may be removed from the general order of business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.  
A. Resolution No. 43 – 2010 – Tonnage Grant Application

B. Resolution No. 44 – 2010 – Refund of Taxes – Blk. 105/Lot 31 - $808.43

C. Resolution No. 45 – 2010 – Supporting The Click It or Ticket Mobilization of May 24 – June 6, 2010

D. Resolution No. 47 – 2010 – Authorizing a PSA to The Land Conservancy of New Jersey for an Update on the Open Space and Recreation Plan not to exceed $10,000

E. Resolution No. 46 – 2010 – Authorizing the Execution of Documents Associated with the Real Estate Contract for Block 335, Lot 1.04 By and Between the Township of Byram and Patricia and William Heitman
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ORDINANCE – 2nd Reading & Public Hearing 


Ordinance 6-2010 – Be it Resolved that Ordinance Amending the Administration, Supervisory & Clerical Salary and Wages for the Years 2010-2012 be read by title on second reading and a hearing held thereon.    Motion by Councilman Rafferty, second by Councilwoman Raffay to open the public hearing.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried.   


Earl Riley, 5 Louis Drive, asked how the Township Manager was progressing on the educational requirements that were a condition of his employment.  Mayor Oscovitch outlined several of the programs that Joe Sabatini has taken and stated the Council is very happy with his educational progress.  Joe Sabatini stated that approximately 6 months after he started, he renegotiated his contract to eliminate one of the educational requirements as he did not feel it was beneficial to his job at the present time.  He also removed the monetary incentives connected to the educational requirements that were in the original contract.


Councilman Rafferty stated that our Manager is the lowest paid Manager in the County.    He feels he does an excellent job, and is definitely underpaid. 
Motion made by Councilman Olson, second by Council Thompson to adopt Ordinance 6-2010.   
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BE IT RESOLVED, that said Ordinance be passed on final reading and that a Notice of Final Passage of said Ordinance be published in the official designated newspaper according to law.

DISCUSSION  ITEMS
· Presentations by Janet Meisner

            Byram Day – Janet presented an overview of Byram Day, which will take place on September 11, 2010, at Neil Gyling field.   It will have a Patriot theme, starting with a VFW flag ceremony.  Byram Day will be family-oriented with activities happening on the field and the municipal parking lot.  A blood drive, antique show, classic cars and rides are a few of the attractions.  
· Volunteer Programs – Girl Scout Troop 436 would like to run a program for the Seniors during the summer.  They would like to teach Wii to the seniors.  Grace Church on the Mount would like to have a weekend service event to help clean up areas in Byram.
Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilman Rafferty, to support both applications.  All members were in favor.

· CO Johnson Field Names – The Recreation Committee has recommended naming Field 1 “Veterans Field” and Field 2 “Byram Volunteer Field”.   Motion by Councilman Rafferty, seconded by Councilman Thompson to approve naming the two fields, with the condition that the final plans for the signs are submitted to the Council for review.
Participation II – Motion by Councilman Rafferty, second by Councilman Thompson to open to the public.  All members were in favor. 
Donna Griff, 71 Brookwood Road, commented that it was great to see that Byram was named as one of the top 100 towns to live in by New Jersey Monthly, coming in at number 98.
Patricia Maschella, 3 Mountain Avenue, said that the Council should be careful about using the name “Veteran’s Field” because there is one in Netcong already.  This could cause confusion with regard to emergency response.  

Councilman Rafferty made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Raffay, to close to public.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried.

CLOSED SESSION   

Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilman Rafferty to go into closed session at 8:40 p.m. and adopt the below resolution.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried.  

RESOLUTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P. L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Byram, that the public shall be excluded from discussion of the following matters:

· Personnel – Employee Handbook
· Contract Negotiations – Sparta
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Minutes will be kept on file in the Municipal Clerk’s office, and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the above no longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes shall be made public.

BYRAM TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

Certification: 
I certify that the Byram Township Council adopted the foregoing resolution 

on April 19, 2010.

Doris Flynn

Municipal Clerk

Return to Public Session – Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilman Rafferty to return to public session at 10:04 p.m.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried.  

Resolution No. 48-2010 – Resolution of Intent to Participate in the Consolidated County Operated 911 PSAP
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Subcommittees for Review of School Budget if Defeated
Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilman Rafferty, to appoint Mayor Oscovitch and Councilman Olson to the subcommittee for Byram Schools (Councilwoman Raffay recused) and appoint Councilman Rafferty and Councilwoman Raffay to the subcommittee for Lenape Valley Regional High School.  Joe Sabatini will be a part of each subcommittee.
ADJOURN 
On the motion by Councilman Rafferty, second by Councilman Thompson, and with all members in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 10:05 p.m.

  

_______________________



________________________

Doris Flynn, RMC




    James Oscovitch, Mayor
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