BYRAM TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING   -  JULY 19, 2010

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Mayor Oscovitch called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT

Adequate notice of this meeting has been made in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4-6 by forwarding the annual notice to the New Jersey Herald, the Township Journal, posting the agenda on the bulletin board located in the Council Meeting Room and the Township website and by filing same with the Township Clerk. 

ROLL CALL

Deputy Mayor Olson, here; Councilwoman Raffay, here; Councilman Rafferty, here; Councilman Thompson, here; Mayor Oscovitch, here; Township Manager Joe Sabatini, Attorney Tom Collins and Municipal Clerk Doris Flynn were also present.   

RESOLUTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION – Motion by Councilman Rafferty, second by Councilman Thompson, to go into executive session and adopt the below resolution at 7:10 p.m.
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P. L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Byram, that the public shall be excluded from discussion of the following matters:

· Open Public Meetings Act

· Pending/Ongoing Litigation – PSE&G

· Contract Negotiations – Interlocal Agreements
· Attorney Client Privileged Information – Solid Waste Disposal
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Minutes will be kept on file in the Municipal Clerk’s office, and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the above no longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes shall be made public.

BYRAM TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

Certification: 
I certify that the Byram Township Council adopted the above resolution 

on July 19, 2010.

Doris Flynn

Municipal Clerk
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Return to Public Session –  Motion by Councilman Rafferty, second by Councilman Thompson to return to public session at 7:30 p.m.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried.  

CALL REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING TO ORDER – Mayor Oscovitch called the meeting back to order at 7:42 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION was led by Mayor Oscovitch.
.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA –Motion by Councilwoman Olson, seconded by Councilman Rafferty to approve the agenda.  Councilman Thompson asked to pull Item B – Resolution No.’s 103, 104, 105.  All members were in favor.   Motion carried.

REPORT BY LAKELAND EMERGENCY SQUAD
Deb Reidmiller reported that the squad had answered 80 calls so far in the month of July.  Ms. Reidmiller submitted reports to the Manager for June and July.
Emergency Responder Rehab Project - Shared Service Agreement – Presentation by Scott Danielson – Rescue Sergeant for squad.  
Lakeland Emergency Squad and the Sussex County Sheriff’s Office Department of Emergency Management have teamed up to expand the Rehab Team for Sussex County’s Firefighters, EMS, Police and OEM personnel during strenuous large-scale incidents.  Scott Danielson, Rescue Sergeant for the Squad, went to the County to ask if they had a trailer that they could use to achieve this expansion.  The County offered a 30’ trailer from their fleet of FEMA trailers they purchased two years ago.  This trailer will allow the Rehab Team to assist Sussex County’s Firefighters to go beyond simple rehab services.  Councilwoman Raffay asked where the trailer would be stored.  Scott Danielson stated that it would be housed at Cranberry Lake Emergency Squad building.  The truck that Byram Township purchased will be used to tow the trailer.  It can be used to create a mass casualty and mobile medical aid station.  If they get called to other areas of Sussex County, that municipality would have to staff it and help stock it.
There was general consensus among the Council members.  Mayor Oscovitch thanked Scott Danielson for his presentation and the great work that the squad does.

PUBLIC PARTIPATION I – Motion by Councilman Olson second by Councilman Rafferty to open to the public.  All members were in favor. 
Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilman Rafferty to close to the public.  All members were in favor.
BILLS

Motion by Councilman Rafferty, seconded by Councilman Thompson to approve the bills. Councilman Thompson recused from Bill No. 6075, 5757, 5756, 6042 and Councilwoman Raffay recused from Bill No. 5970.                 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES -  
July 6, 2010 Regular Minutes – Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilwoman Raffay, to approve the minutes as presented.   
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July 6, 2010 Closed Session Minutes – Motion by Councilman Rafferty, second by Councilman Thompson to approve the minutes as presented.  
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REPORTS
Manager’s Report

2010 E-Waste Event (6/26/2010):

· The Manager thanked Cindy Church for organizing and supporting the Township’s 2nd Annual E-waste event.  8.275 ton of electronic waste was collected which was an increase of 1.605 tons from 2009.

Draft Consistency Review and Recommendations Joint Meeting of Council and Planning Board:

· We are scheduling a joint meeting with the Township Council and Planning Board on August 16 with a 7:00 start.

· The meeting is to review the response to the draft consistency review and recommendations report received from the Highlands Council.

· 8/9 – Open Space meeting 7:30 p.m.

· 8/19 – PB/OS – joint meeting at 7:30 p.m.

· 8/30 – Budget and Planning work session at 6 p.m.

· (7/29 – EPA informational meeting at 7:00 p.m.) – TCE issue East Brookwood

FEMA Briefing:

· On Monday July 12, the Manager attended an informational briefing with the Chief of Police that was hosted by Congressman Garret with representatives of the Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA

· The purpose of this briefing was to provide information pertaining to any and all Federal assistance that is available to municipalities in the event of a disaster. 

Draft PDM Plan for Sussex County:

· On Thursday July 15, the Manager attended the public meeting with the Chief of Police for the presentation of the County Pre-Disaster Mitigation DRAFT plan.  The county is targeting to have the plan at the State before September 1. 

Johnson Lake Dam:

· Today the Township Engineer and Superintendent of Public Works met with the contractor and engineer (John Hansen from Ferriero Engineering, Keith Daniels from R&R Construction) that will be completing the Johnson Lake Spillway repairs.

· They reviewed the work items to be completed and discussed the duration of the work activities.  

· The work was to begin today and will take approximately 1 ½ weeks to complete.  

· Inspections:

· The Township Engineer will complete inspections when the rock has been hammered away and the new wing wall is formed and ready for pouring.  

· Inspect once the gabion basket behind the wall are completed to make sure that all eroded areas have been addressed before the reno mattress is replaced.  

· A final inspection will be made when all work is completed.  

Councilman Thompson spoke about Lyme’s Disease.  He reported that last year there were 2462 reported case of Lyme’s disease.  This year there has been 934 cases reported.  Councilman Thompson stressed how important it is to check yourself, your children and pets for ticks.
Councilman Rafferty  reported that there is a Sports Council meeting on July 21st at 6:30 p.m. and a Recreation Committee meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Councilman Olson 

· Open Space committee will meet on August 9th and will present the Open Space and Recreation Plan to the Planning Board on August 19th – this is an element of the Master Plan.
· Tri-town Community Trails Committee will meet on July 20 at 7:30 p.m.

· The Environmental Commission will meet on June 22nd at 7:30 p.m.
Councilwoman Raffay

Planning Board 
· The last planning board meeting was on July 15 and it was the reorganization meeting.  Our reappointed chairman, George Shivas, combined the site plan and subdivision committees since the subdivision committee has only met once in the past 4 years.  He created an ordinance committee to continue the work of the sign ordinance committee after they are done.  Also, with the need for a Master Plan review to be completed by December of 2010, he appointed four members of the planning board to work on the review.  Marie Raffay is a member of that committee so if there are any comments about the Master Plan, please feel free to contact her.

· The next meeting is on August 19 at 8pm.
Friends of Waterloo

· Friends of Waterloo Village is working on ideas for a new fundraiser event.  We’ve been brainstorming ways to secure funds for the repair and restoration of the Blacksmith shop and the Gristmill.  These events are going to need lots of manpower to be successful and we are in the midst of gathering a database of people to help with these events when the time comes.  

· The next two Heritage Days are on July 24 and August 14 from 11-5 at the Village.  Once again, the Indian Village will be open and tours will be given and the Canal Museum will be open to look at.  The Heritage Days are free.

CONSENT AGENDA:  These items are considered to be routine by the Members of the Township Council and will be enacted on by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion unless a citizen or Council member so requests in which event the item may be removed from the general order of business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.   Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilman Rafferty to approve the consent agenda with the removal of Resolution No. 103, 104, and 105.
A. Raffles
· Deborah Hospital Raffle

· Lenape Valley Soccer Club Raffle

B. Appointments

· Appointment of Township Planner – Paul Gleitz, Heyer, Gruel & Associates

· Resolution No. 107 - 2010  - Housing Municipal Liaison Appointment – John Gutwerk

C. Resolution No. 108  – 2010 - Submission of 2011 Lenape Municpal Alliance application for funding

RESOLUTIONS

Professional Services Agreements – Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilwoman Raffay to approve these resolutions.
· Resolution No. 103 – 2010 Authorizing Ferriero Engineering Inc. to provide Surveying services for Highlands Trail – Blk. 256, Lots 582, 585, 616, and 623for Open Space Purposes

· Resolution No. 104 – 2010 Authorizing Heritage Abstract Company to provide Title Search Services for Highlands Trail – Blk. 256, Lots 582, 585, 616, and 623for Open Space Purposes

· Resolution No. 105 – 2010 Authorizing Boucher & James to provide Environmental Services for  Highlands Trail – Blk. 256, Lots 582, 585, 616, and 623for Open Space Purposes

Councilman Thompson asked where would are these funds coming from.   Joe Sabatini explained that the Land Conservancy of New Jersey is purchasing these parcels and then will transfer ownership to Byram Township.  The soft costs will be paid out of the Open Space Trust and 50% will be refunded from the State.
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ORDINANCES - Introduction

A. BE IT RESOLVED that an Ordinance entitled “Ordinance to Amend and Supplement Chapter 142, Garbage, Rubbish and Refuse to Guard Against Dumpster and Refuse Container Exposure to Stormwater” be introduced and read by title by the Township Clerk and passed on first reading.   Motion by Councilman Rafferty, second by Councilman Olson to pass on first reading.
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Councilman Olson questioned the exemptions and the definition of “temporary”.  Joe Sabatini recommended that the Governing Body introduce this ordinance and look to tighten up definitions at a later date.  The NJDEP is mandating towns to have this ordinance on the books by September 1.
BE IT RESOLVED, that said Ordinance shall be further considered for final passage at the meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Byram on the 16th of August, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. at the Municipal Building, 10 Mansfield Drive, Byram Township, at which time and place all persons interested shall be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township Clerk be authorized and directed to advertise said Ordinance with the Notice of introduction thereof, in the official designated newspaper according to law.
B.  BE IT RESOLVED that an Ordinance entitled “Ordinance to Amend and Supplement Chapter 211, Stormwater Control to Prevent the Discharge of Solids and Floatables from Private Properties into Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems” be introduced and read by title by the Township Clerk and passed on first reading.   Motion by Councilman Rafferty, second by Councilwoman Thompson to pass on first reading.
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BE IT RESOLVED, that said Ordinance shall be further considered for final passage at the meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Byram on the 16th of August, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. at the Municipal Building, 10 Mansfield Drive, Byram Township, at which time and place all persons interested shall be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township Clerk be authorized and directed to advertise said Ordinance with the Notice of introduction thereof, in the official designated newspaper according to law.

2. READOPTION OF ORDINANCE 7-2010 – Bond Ordinance Appropriating $425,000 and Authorizing the Issuance of $200,000 Bonds or Notes of the Township, for Various Improvements or Purposes Authorized to be Undertaken by the Township of Byram.   Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilman Rafferty to open to the public on this ordinance.  All members were in favor.   Councilman Olson closed to the public, second by Councilman Thompson and all members were in favor.   Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilman Rafferty to readopt this ordinance.
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3. DISCUSSION  ITEMS

“CAP” Presentation – Joe Sabatini prepared a power point presentation reviewing what has happened in the past few months with regard to the cap law.  The Governor has signed the 2% cap, and now the legislature will review the 33 proposed bills under the Governor’s Tool Kit.  
Councilman Olson asked if Joe had heard anything more about tax appeals.  Many towns are getting hit hard by tax appeals.  Councilman Olson asked about the reserve for uncollected taxes.  Joe Sabatini has not heard anything new on this.  Our reserve for uncollected taxes is more than 10% of our budget.
Resolution calling on the State Legislature and the Governor to enact Property Tax Reform with Passage of the “Municipal Toolkit” and Mandates – Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilman Rafferty.   Mayor Oscovitch opened for discussion among the Council members.  
Councilman Olson is not in favor of a cap, but since it is the law now he does feel it is valuable to have the “tool kit” to aid us.  Councilwoman Raffay feels towns are being held hostage with the 2% cap.  She feels we need the tool kit to deal with the 2% cap but would like to see stronger language inserted in the resolution to let them know how difficult this is.  
Councilman Olson suggested involving the impacted municipalities in a discussion with the legislature.   He stated that our senator and assembly people should discuss how this is impacting us.  Senator Oroho has introduced legislation that allows the State to have a 2.5% increase with far greater exemptions—they are giving themselves more leeway than they are giving the municipalities.
Dan Rafferty stated that he understood the point that Councilman Olson was making, but also felt that at the local level we were doing the same.  He feels that we are not listening to our constituents.  Dan Rafferty stated that he has asked for the Council’s support in putting it on the ballot to move the elections from May to November to save money but three of the five council members did not support it.  He also stated that money is spent on benefits for some of the council members and if that did not occur, we could save $60,000.
Mayor Oscovitch stated that he was comfortable with the way the resolution was written.  Councilman Thompson agreed with the Mayor and thought the resolution gets the point across.  He stated that the important thing is to get the tool kit in place to help us possibly meet this cap.   
Joe Sabatini stated that he feels the League of Municipalities should help organize a more collaborative effort with the local leagues.  It shouldn’t be limited to just the tool kit because the tool kit is not going to provide immediate relief to manage the cap.
Mayor Oscovitch suggested having the Manager send a letter along with the resolution reiterating some of Councilman Olson’s  and Councilwoman Raffay’s concerns.
Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilman Rafferty to approve Resolution 106-2010.
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Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilwoman Raffay, to have Joe Sabatini write a letter  to the Conference of Mayors and League of Municipalities accompanying the resolution.  Joe Sabatini asked if a subcommittee could be formed to assist in this.  Councilman Thompson and Councilman Olson will meet with the Manager to finalize a letter.
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COAH Letter – The Township received a letter from COAH regarding completeness outlining the additional items we need to submit in order to be found complete.
Township Attorney Tom Collins informed the Council that in the scheme of reports from COAH, we were given a “light” report. 
Participation II – Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilman Thompson to open to the public.  All members were in favor.   
Skip Danielson, 18 Hunters Lane, listened to the discussion regarding the Governor’s Tool Kit, and stated that the bottom line is that we have 566 municipalities and as many Boards of Education.  He feels there needs to be consolidation and extension of shared services.  He stated that is where the real savings can be found.  This is an effort by the Governor but not a good effort.  There needs to be meaningful shared service incentives.

Joanne Smith, 57 Lake Drive, realizes there are a lot of constraints regarding union contracts but she asked if the Township can go back to the unions and ask for concessions.  Joe Sabatini stated that we can ask if the unions will open up the contract.
Skip Danielson, 18 Hunters Lane, stated the rescue effort that was done yesterday was the first time that a hoist operation was used in the forestland of the State of New Jersey.   

Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilman Rafferty to close to the public.  All members were in favor.
Other Business

Councilman Thompson asked about the repairs on the trails and if there was a budget for trail maintenance.  Joe Sabatini stated that the Mansfield Bike Trail was washed out by a strong storm.  The DPW staff was used and materials came out of the 2010 budget.  It is not restored back to its original condition but it is passable and safe.  We did not qualify for outside funding.  Other hiking trails are being funded by grants.  There has been little maintenance work done by the Township and volunteers do what they can.  Trail projects are occurring on Owner’s Maintenance and the Arnel parcel.  The biggest expense has been on the Sussex Branch Trail and approximately $85,000 in grants has been obtained.  Scouts and the school have helped in clean ups.  There are two line items in the DPW budget used to maintain parks and trails.
Councilman Olson made a motion, seconded by Councilman Thompson, to center into closed session at 9:45 p.m.  All members were in favor.  

Return to Open Session - Councilman Olson made a motion, seconded by Councilman Thompson, to return to open session at 10:04 p.m.
ADJOURN 
On the motion by Councilman Thompson, second by Councilwoman Raffay, and with all members in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 10:05 p.m.

  

_______________________



________________________

Doris Flynn, RMC




    James Oscovitch, Mayor
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