
TOWNSHIP OF BYRAM

COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING

MINUTES  -- JANUARY 3, 2012 -- 7:00 P.M.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER – Mayor Oscovitch called the meeting to order. 
STATEMENT BY CLERK – Township Clerk Doris Flynn read the Open Public Meetings Statement.

INVOCATION AND MOMENT OF SILENCE by Pastor Tom Kinter

FLAG SALUTE

JEFF PARROTT, COUNTY CLERK – Determination Statement for the November 8, 2011 Election
SWEARING IN/OATH OF OFFICE – NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS
· NISHA KASH was sworn in by Mayor James Oscovitch.  Her husband, Brian, held the bible along with their daughter, Brianna.

· CARLOS LUACES was sworn in by Mayor James Oscovitch.  His wife, Kerry, held the bible along with their son, Joey.

· SCOTT OLSON was sworn in by Judge Richard Bowe.
SWEARING IN OF BYRAM TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS by Mayor James Oscovitch
Chuck Putz – Chief    




Jack Gallagher – President        

Art Bowles – Asst. Chief



Eugene Zisa – Vice President
Mike Pellek – Captain      



Adam Socio – Treasurer 

Todd Rudloff – Captain



Eric Budinger - Secretary
Jim Wintermute – Lieutenant    

Don Dolan – Lieutenant

ROLL CALL OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL – Councilman Luaces, here; Councilwoman Raffay, here; Councilman Olson, here; Councilwoman Kash, here; Mayor Oscovitch, here.  Also present was Township Manager Joe Sabatini, Attorney Tom Collins and Municipal Clerk Doris Flynn.

NOMINATION AND SELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR  - Motion by Councilwoman Raffay, seconded by Councilwoman Kash, to nominate Scott Olson as Deputy Mayor.  
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COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS FOR 2012
MUNICIPAL JUDGE APPOINTMENT- Motion by Councilman Olson, seconded by Councilwoman Raffay, to appoint Richard Bowe as Municipal Judge for three (3) years, effective 1/1/2012.
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TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY – Councilwoman Raffay made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Kash, to appoint Thomas F. Collins, Jr. of Vogel, Chait, Collins and Schneider.  
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SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR LABOR & NEGOTIATIONS – Councilwoman Kash made a motion, seconded by Councilman Olson, to appoint Tom Ryan of Laddey, Clark & Ryan.
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BOND COUNSEL - 
Motion by Councilman Olson, seconded by Councilwoman Kash to appoint Robert H. Beinfield from Hawkins Delafield & Wood LLP.
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PROSECUTOR - Motion by Councilman Olson, seconded by Councilwoman Raffay to appoint Anthony Arbore.
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PUBLIC DEFENDER - Motion by Councilwoman Raffay, seconded by Councilman Olson to appoint Daniel Colfax.
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TOWNSHIP ENGINEER - Councilman Luaces made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Raffay, to appoint Cory Stoner of Harold Pellow & Associates.  
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TOWNSHIP SEWER OPERATOR  - Motion by Councilman Olson, seconded by Councilman Luaces to appoint Wastewater Management, Inc. 
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TOWNSHIP SEWER ENGINEER  - Councilwoman Raffay made a motion, seconded by Councilman Olson, to appoint Steven Donati of Cerenzio & Panaro.  
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TOWNSHIP PLANNER  - Councilman Olson made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Raffay, to appoint Heyer, Gruel & Associates.  
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BOARD/COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS BY TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

PLANNING BOARD
Councilman Olson made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Kash, to appoint Wayne Valentine as a Class IV member, Marie Raffay as a Class III member, and Lisa Shimamoto as an Alternate II member.  
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RECREATION COMMITTEE 

Councilwoman Raffay made a motion, seconded by Councilman Olson to reappoint William Shilling and John Pappalardo and appoint Doreen Longo to the committee.  
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BOARD OF HEALTH

Councilman Luaces made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Raffay to reappoint Ruth Rhodes, William Schenkel and Lois O’Brien and to appoint Leeann Clark.  
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OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

Councilman Olson made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Raffay, to appoint Raymond Bonker to represent a member of the public on the Open Space Committee.
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YOUTH GUIDANCE COMMITTEE – Councilman Luaces made a motion, seconded by Councilman Olson to reappoint James Kelly and Sharon Tarczynski and to appoint Nisha Kash as the Council representative on this committee.  
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COUNCIL LIAISONS:



Recreation Committee


Councilman Luaces

Environmental Commission

Councilman Olson

Board of Health



Councilman Luaces

Youth Guidance


Councilwoman Kash

Board of Education

                    Lenape Valley


Councilwoman Raffay


       Byram



Councilwoman Kash


Byram Historical Society

Councilman Olson


Chamber of Commerce


Mayor Oscovitch


Senior Citizen Club


Council Members Alternating Quarterly

MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS

· ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION   - Mayor Oscovitch appointed Catherine Varian to the Environmental Commission and reappointed Michelle Rehse and Jennifer Kreusch.
· ARC COMMITTEE – Mayor Oscovitch reappointed the following people to a one year term.




Andrew McElroy – Planning Board Member




Vincent Gallo – Public Member




Lisa Shimamoto – Planning Board Member




Margaret McGarrity – Township Employee




Christina Honthy – Public Member

             Eric Serelli – Public Member

Charles Wood – Public Member

TOWNSHIP MANAGER'S APPOINTMENTS

· Assessment Search Officer – Township Clerk Doris Flynn

· Tax Search Officer – Tax Collector Theresa Vervaet

· Land Subdivision Search Officer – Planning Board Secretary Cheryl White 
MANAGER’S REPORT
· The first budget workshop of 2012 is scheduled for January 10, 2012 at 6:30 p.m.

· The Manager congratulated the new members of the Council and he is looking forward to the opportunity of working with them.  Joe Sabatini congratulated the officers of the Fire Department.

· He wished everyone a happy and safe New Year.
COUNCILWOMAN RAFFAY  

Marie Raffay stated, “I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the newest members of the council, Carlos Luaces and Nisha Kash and I look forward to working with both of them over the coming years.  I would also like to congratulate Scott Olson on his re-election to the council.  His hard work and dedication to the residents of this town is unparalleled, and I am thrilled to continue working with him.

Since we had such a light attendance at our final meeting of 2011, I would like to reiterate my thanks to Dan Rafferty and Brian Thompson for their contributions to the residents of Byram and their sacrifice of time and energy to help with the business of the town.

I am looking forward to continuing the work the council has accomplished over the past few years.  One of the finest accomplishments and cost saving measures for the residents was the decision of the council to petition the Highlands Council for plan conformance and become the first designated Highlands Center.  This was a result of many years of work on the part of our township employees, professionals and residents who saw a vision for a dense, mixed use, walkable downtown for Byram to create a sense of identity and community.  

I am thrilled with the progress of the Friends of Waterloo Village and the work being done there to help with the economic development of Byram and the surrounding communities.  As one of the founding members of the Friends of Waterloo Village, I am proud to say that we are working diligently to raise funds to restore Waterloo Village in the effort to bring back the sustainable historic village.  Our most recent event raised over $9000 for the restoration of the Gristmill roof.   This group has been a true regional partnership with help from the state, county and many local municipalities.  

Finally, I look forward to continuing our relationship with both of our boards of education and I believe the addition of our board of education liaisons will help to create a conduit for communication to help continue the work we have started with more cost saving measures and shared services.

Thank you all for being here to help us start out 2012.  I think I speak for the entire council when I say we look forward to good things from our relationships with each of you.” 

COUNCILMAN LUACES thanked everyone for coming this evening.  He congratulated the new officers of the Fire Department.  Carlos thanked the voters of Byram for electing him and hopes he can live up to their expectations as he takes on the role of council member.  He looks forward to working with the Council.
COUNCILMAN OLSON welcomed everyone this evening and was happy to see such a big crowd.  He welcomed Nisha and Carlos and stated that he looks forward to working with them over the next four years.  Scott thanked Dan Rafferty and Brian Thompson for their contributions.  The biggest accomplishment that we have had over the past few years is moving forward with the Village Center.  He is very encouraged by the grant from Smart Growth America.  We will be working on economic development in collaboration with an urban planner, who will be coming here to do a seminar.  This year we will also be moving forward with our Economic Development Committee.
COUNCILWOMAN KASH thanked the voters for electing her to the Council.  She thanked the Mayor and Council for a warm welcome and looks forward to working with everyone over the next four years.
MAYOR JAMES OSCOVITCH thanked the public for coming out this evening, and recognized the employees of the Township who were present and also several council members, Mayors, and other public officials from the County and surrounding towns.  The Mayor congratulated both Nisha and Carlos on being elected to the Council and welcomed them to the Council.  Jim congratulated Scott on being elected for his second term and agreed with Marie that he is the hardest working Council member that we have.  The Mayor thanked Dan Rafferty and Brian Thompson for their 4-1/2 years of service and wished them well in their future endeavors.  The Mayor wished everyone a Happy 2012 and stated that he is looking forward to continuing working closely with our neighboring municipalities.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION I – Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilwoman Raffay to open to the public.  All members were in favor.  Motion Carried.
No comments were made. Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilwoman Raffay to close to the public.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

· 12-19-11 Regular Minutes - Motion by Councilwoman Raffay, seconded by Councilman Olson to approve the minutes as presented.   All members were in favor.  Motion Carried.
· 12-19-11 Closed Session Minutes - Motion by Councilwoman Raffay, seconded by Councilman Olson to approve the minutes as presented.   All members were in favor.  Motion Carried. 
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 3, 2012 BILL LIST – Councilwoman Raffay made a motion, seconded by Councilman Olson to approve the bill list.   
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CONSENT AGENDA - All are considered to be routine by the Members of the Township Council and will be enacted on by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a citizen or Council member so requests in which event the item may be removed from the general order of business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.
A. Resolution No. 1 - 2012 – Resolution Approving Temporary Budget - $2,728,092.

B. Resolution No. 2 - 2012 – Resolution Fixing the Rate of Interest to be Charged on Delinquent Taxes for Calendar Year 2012

C. Resolution No. 3 - 2012 – Resolution Authorizing Annual Appointment of  Public Agency Compliance Officer (PACO) Appointment for Township of Byram – Joseph Sabatini

D. Resolution No. 4 - 2012 – Resolution of Reappointment of  Theresa A. Vervaet as Chief Financial Officer

E. Resolution No. 5 - 2012 – Resolution Authorizing Custodian of Funds for Municipal Court/Bail Account  

F. Resolution No. 6 - 2012 – Resolution Authorizing the Designation of Banking Institutions and Custodian of Funds/Signatories

G. Resolution No. 7 – 2012 – Resolution Appointing Tax Assessor and Municipal Attorney to Represent the Township of Byram Before the County Board of Taxation for Calendar Year 2012

H. Resolution No. 8  – 2012 – Resolution Authorizing the Chief Financial Officer to Maintain a Petty Cash Fund in the Amount of $150.00

I. Resolution No.  9 - 2012 – Resolution Designating the Official Newspapers – New Jersey Herald and the Sunday Herald

J. Resolution No. 10 - 2012 – Appointment of Police Matron – Tina Stopa

K. Resolution No. 11 – 2012 – Resolution Appointing the Fund Commissioner and Alternate Fund Commissioner to the North Jersey Municipal Employee Benefits Fund

L. Resolution No. 12 – 2012 – Resolution Appointing Frank Covelli as Health Benefits Consultant

M. Resolution No. 13 – 2012 – Resolution Appointing Stuart B. Klepesch, Esq. as Special Counsel for Foreclosures

N. Resolution No. 14 - 2011 – Annual Notice of Scheduled Regular Meetings for the Byram Township Council from January 3, 2012 through December 31, 2012
O. Resolution No. 15-2011 – Acceptance of 2012 Smart Growth America Technical Assistance Grant
P. PROCLAMATION – Radon Action Month – January
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION II – Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilwoman Raffay to open to the public.  All members were in favor.  Motion Carried.  No comments were made.  Motion by Councilman Olson, second by Councilwoman Raffay to close to the public.  All members were in favor.  Motion carried. 
ADJOURNMENT  
Motion by Councilwoman Raffay, seconded by Councilman Luaces  to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 p.m.  All members were in favor.  Meeting adjourned.

__________________________________


________________________________

   Doris Flynn, Township Clerk




     James Oscovitch, Mayor

                           
 Reorganization Meeting – January 3, 2012
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