Recreation Committee Meeting
Tuesday, December 8, 2009

Meeting was brought to order at 7:40 pm by Chairman Bill Schilling.

Attendance: Bill Schilling, John Pappalardo, Steve Koreivo, Shawn Armstrong, Colleen Ruth, Dee Garrison, Councilman Dan Rafferty, Recreation Director Janet Meisner

A motion to accept the Nov minutes was made by John and 2nd by Shawn. Passed 6-0

Committees:

Chamber of Commerce: John

The Chamber is holding some ambassador visits and still working on fund raisers.  They plan on holding the Taste of the Lakes in the spring.

Buildings & Grounds:
Janet

The fields have been aerated and seeded.  The football field has a blanket on the center portion to aid seed growth.

Byram Day:
Janet and Dan

The goals established by the Council are to have Byram Day centered at Neil Gylling Park, shorten the length of the day to 12- 5, make the race later in the day, make it more community based, and get more businesses involved.

Municipal Alliance: Shawn and Janet

The Alliance may target HS football and other sports with speakers.  The top pay allowed by the Alliance for a speaker is $150.  There are DARE presenters, PACE for Prevention and others.  The Fire Dept has some concerns about holding Open Mic Night at the Fire House, but they are working on them.

Open Space: Bill

There is a meeting next Mon.  We will hopefully be closing on the Hudson Greenway in mid-summer.  The dam has been completed.  We are working on adjusting the property lines.  We may set aside a % of Open Space funds to be used for recreation
Volunteerism:
Janet

Needs to meet to discuss suggestions by council and review new application form.

Sports Council: Janet


There are some concerns about enforcement of ordinances including field closings and the permit process.
Strategic Planning: Bill

Strategic Planning has not met recently.  Bill is supposed to be meeting with Joe Sabatini and others about capital improvements.
Youth Guidance Council: Dan & Dee
The Christmas party went well.  Dee will be the new YGC Liaison.  The YGC would like to invite Stanhope and Netcong kids to the dances.  They would need Stanhope and Netcong parents to help chaperone.  Parents will make the flyers.  John made a motion to allow the Netcong and Stanhope kids to join the YGC dances, 2nd by Colleen. Passed 6 – 0.
Recreation Director’s Report: Janet

Hobb Engler had asked to be allowed to purchase or have donated a tractor for volunteers to use to assist in maintaining the baseball fields.  Joe has some concerns.  He would like to know in advance what type of trailer is being considered, have a regulation that not only will kids not be allowed on the tractor, but also not on the field while it is being used.  Everyone who uses the tractor must sign a waiver.  Steve will get further info on the proposed tractor.

The Town has released a bid for new backstops and fencing at Neil Gylling Park.  The money for this construction is from the bond ordinance that included the wash station and funds for Neil Gylling.  There was previous discussion with Hobb Engler on some improvements to fields at COJ, but no final decisions were made.

The Sub-committee designed to meet with other towns to discuss sharing resources will meet Tues, Jan 12 at 6:30 prior to the Rec Committee meeting.  Colleen will find out when Stanhope and Netcong Rec Committees meet and let the rest of the committee know when they can go and talk to the other committees.  (Janet thinks Netcong meets on the 4th Wed and Stanhope on the 1st Wed.)
The Brookwood Park Grant Application that was rejected last year has been rewritten with guidance from the Morris Land Conservancy with some changes, primarily in cuts in costs.  The grant needs a letter from the Chair of the Rec Committee endorsing the Application.  

The meeting was open to the public to discuss Brookwood Park.

William Barrett, 7 Brookwood Rd moved in 2 years ago and was told that it would be a walk-in park.  He was concerned with the oil leakage from cars.  He was concerned with ripping up the old asphalt and covering it with new asphalt. He doesn’t want cars and people there.

Margaret McGarrity explained that the process has been an open one, beginning with input from the residents to last year’s grant being given to the Brookwood Water Association, the public discussion at Township Council meetings, and the current open discussion.

Shawn Armstrong, Brookwood resident said that the park is currently an eyesore and that it will look much better.
Margaret said that the old asphalt will be taken away and fencing and trees will be added as a border.  The only paving is for parking which will be less asphalt than is currently there.  Grass and landscaping will be added.  The Environmental Committee and local volunteers have done 2 clean-ups at the park.  The path stays away from the surrounding homes and loops around the park.  There will be picnic tables at the top of the park and a wooden fence in front of the parking so that cars cannot progress any farther into the park.  Access will be provided to the well head.  We must have some parking.  We will need a Council resolution by Dec 15.  There is $1500 in engineering included in the plan to provide the best final plan.

Jackie Barrett said that people cut through her yard when they were cleaning up.  She is concerned with people parking there overnight.
John said that people had the same concerns about Riverside Park, but that it has worked out well for the neighborhood.  Vandalism decreases in places that are well maintained.  The deed restriction says that it must be used as a park.  

Jeannie said that 6 parking spots do not make a park.  She wants the police to patrol the park.

Margaret said that it will be easier to patrol than it is now.

Dan said that there could be less than 6 parking spots and that if necessary the spots could be chained off at night.
Jack Moran found it difficult to find information on the Brookwood Grant.  He would like to see it included in the minutes on line.

Jeannie Moran said that the grant application should be available on line.  She said that we didn’t discuss the well or parking at the Sept 8 meeting.

Bill said that we did discuss the parking and the well.  He pulled out the notes from that meeting and pointed out the discussion.  Margaret also said that parking was discussed at the Sept 8 meeting.

Jeannie said that she was concerned that it would add traffic.

Scott Olsen said that parking was discussed at the meeting a year ago and that it has been an open and public process.

Jeannie Moran said that Janet told her she was turning it into a parking lot.  Scott told her that wasn’t true.

Margaret said that time will be spent with the township engineer to determine the appropriate amount of parking.

Bill closed the discussion saying that their concerns will be addressed as well as possible.

Bill will write the letter of recommendation for the grant from the Recreation Committee.

Recreation Director’s report continued:

Janet mentioned that the floor of the field house had been damaged by water dripping onto it from football’s drinking system.  Bob Nunn had approached her on the day of the Charity Hike and suggested that football’s security deposit go toward the repair or replacement of the floor.  Shawn said that football had some resources w that may be able to provide supplies and/labor to repair or replace the floor.  He will follow up on it.

Dan will talk to Joe about the enforcement of policies with the sports groups.

Motion to adjourn by Shawn.

