
TOWNSHIP OF BYRAM 
TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING 

OCTOBER 18, 2022 
EXECUTIVE SESSION - 6:30 P.M. 

REGULAR SESSION - 7:30 P.M. 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER -Mayor Rubenstein called the meeting to order. 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT 
This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act. Both adequate and electronic notice of 
the meeting has been provided, specifying the time, place. In addition, a copy of this notice is available to the public and 
is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk, posted on the main door, the bulletin board of the Municipal Building, on 
the Township website at: https://www.byramtwp.org/index.php/town hall/township council, and has been forwarded to 
those persons requesting notice. 

ROLL CALL OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL - Councilman Bonker here; Councilwoman Franco, here; Councilman 
Gallagher, here; Councilman Roseff, here; Mayor Rubenstein, here. Also present was Township Manager Joseph 
Sabatini, Attorney Tom Collins and Retired Municipal Clerk Doris Flynn (sitting in for the Township Clerk, Cynthia 
Church) 

RESOLUTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION - Motion by Councilman Bonker, second by Councilwoman Franco, to 
go into executive session and adopt the below resolution. 

RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P. L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in 
certain circumstances; and 

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 
a) Attorney Client Privilege Communication 

- General 
- Fire Department Donation 

b) Contract Negotiations I Expiring Shared Service Agreements 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Byram, that the public shall be 
excluded from discussion of the following matters: 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Minutes will be kept on file in the Municipal Clerk's office, and once the matter 
involving the confidentiality of the above no longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes shall be made public. 

BYRAM TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 

Certification: I certify that the Byram Township Council adopted the above resolution on October 18, 2022. 

Cynthia Church, Municipal Clerk 

Councilman Councilwoman Councilman Councilman Mayor 
Bonker Franco Gallagher Roseff Rubenstein 

Motion x 
2nd x 
Yes x x x x x 
No 
Abstain 
Absent 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION - Motion by Councilman Bonker, second by Councilwoman Franco to return to open 
session at 7:31 p.m. All members were in favor. Motion Carried. 

FLAG SALUTE 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA - Motion by Councilwoman Franco, second by Councilman Gallagher to approve the 
agenda. 

Councilman Councilwoman Councilman Councilman Mayor 
Bonker Franco Gallagher Roseff Rubenstein 

Motion x 
2nd x 
Yes x x x x x 
No 
Abstain 
Absent 

TOWNSHIP MANAGER, MAYOR, AND COUNCIL REPORTS 

Township Manager 



Best Practices Questionnaire has come out. There are 56 questions. 11 of the scored questions are new this year. 
You need a score of 24 to get 100% of our state aid. There is a non-scored question that is new that has to do with 
lead base hazard inspections. This may be questions on future surveys. 
Tomorrow there is a meeting for a street opening process for New Jersey Natural Gas. 
Working on having an initial draft of the operating budget at the end of this month. 
Tomorrow is the bid opening for the garbage contract. A few of the big items are still being finalized. Will be 
making some assumptions based on prior year costs. 
The Recreation Leader will be pushing the Recreation Survey at Byram's Trunk-Or-Treat at the Byram Lakes 
School. 

Mayor Rubenstein 
The Hudson Charity Hike was on October 8th, it was a beautiful day, about 1200-1300 people attended. 
The funeral for Skip Danielson was held on October 11th, it was a somber day but a very nice church service. 
The Community hike this Sunday starts at Waterloo Road/Sussex branch trail. 
The Ribbon cutting for Brookwood Park will be on Saturday October 29th. 

Councilman Bonker 

Skip Danielson Funeral Ceremony: On Tuesday October 11th Councilman Bonker, Mayor Rubenstein, and the 
Manager attended the funeral service for Skip Danielson along with the police department and Lakeland EMS. 
As they traveled from Newton to Dover in the funeral procession, with the casket carried in a Lakeland 
ambulance, members of the following organizations stood along Route 206 at their service stations to honor Skip 
one last time: the NJ Forest Fire Service, the Andover Bora Fire Department, the Byram Fire Department, 
Lakeland Emergency Squad, additional Byram Police Officers, Andover Police Officers, and State Police 
Officers. Eulogies at the church were presented by a former freeholder and by family members. At his graveside, 
a ceremonial last call went out over the emergency services radio network, and a State Police helicopter flew over 
the gravesite. Additional fire, EMS and police details from Dover, Chatham, the Newark University Hospital 
System, and other organizations attended. It was a particularly fitting tribute for Skip, the consummate public 
service professional and volunteer. Byram has bid Skip farewell, and we shall not look upon his like again. 

Open Space: There was an Open Space meeting on Monday, October 10111 • They discussed the latest iteration of 
the C.O. Johnson Park improvements. They also talked about the transition for the new Trails Advisory 
Committee and received a brief forester update on work to be done over the next few months. They also received 
a final update on Riverside Park, scheduled for a ribbon cutting next Saturday morning, which was renovated with 
Open Space funds along with a $75,000 grant. The Neil Gylling improvements are also scheduled for later this 
Fall. 

Councilwoman Franco - There was a Planning Board meeting on October 6th. The main topic was a small house next to 
Stonewood Tavern. The Planning Board will have a Master Plan discussion at the next meeting. 

Councilman Gallagher - There is a Board of Education meeting scheduled for October 26th_ Last night was the 
Recreation Committee meeting. They discussed Riverside Park, talked about on-going events, trunk-or-treat, and the 
225th Byram Anniversary. The next Recreation Committee meeting is scheduled for November 2ist. They asked ifthe 
DPW could maintain the skateboard park. 

Councilman Roseff- Provided an update about the Byram Historical Society. They received a $19,000 grant from the 
State Tourism Agency. They were partnered with them on this grant and committed to contributing 25%. Mr. Sabatini 
stated that we would need to do a resolution, and we may be able to use the Open Space funds for the town's portion. The 
Historical Society wanted to be a catalyst for a tri-swim meet between Cranberry Lake, Forest Lakes, and Lake 
Lackawanna. There is great enthusiasm for this event. Lake Lackawanna allows outsiders to join their swim team, but 
there would be a minor commitment. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION I 

Motion by Councilman Bonker, Second by Councilwoman Franco to open to the public. 

Paul Conklin, 9 Tote Road - introduced Pat and Brian Lanci. He asked ifthe Council has looked at the comments online. 
Mayor Rubenstein reported that he has been in touch with the State about this. Mr. Conklin asked ifthere was anything to 
do about the shoulder of the road at this intersection. Mr. Collins stated that the speed limit is 50 in this area and the 
Council could request that the State reduce the speed limit in this area. Mr. Collins stated that Mr. Conklin's information 
could help make a case for the NJDOT to lower the speed limit. 

Brian Lanci, 27 Meteor Trail, commented on how dangerous it is to turn onto North Shore Road from Route 206. He has 
had experience from his career of intersections where accidents have occurred. Mr. Lance was an accident scene 
investigator. This intersection is a red flag. Mr. Lanci stated that we need something done now but the State is 
understaffed and works way too slow. Mr. Lanci read a letter from a resident who had an accident over 20 years ago with 
a child in a car and her car with totaled. He would like the Council to take action on behalf of the citizens of the town. 
Mayor Rubenstein stated that we don't have the authority to make any changes on Route 206. He has been having 
conversations with NJDOT and will be requesting that a representative come to a Township meeting. When this happens, 
it will be advertised to the public so that the residents can attend. If this was a town road, there would have been action 
taken already. Mayor Rubenstein stated that we will continue to provide pressure to the State involving Oroho's office, 
etc. We will do it amicably. 
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Pat Lanci, 27 Meteor Trail, states that she loves Byram but hates when she has to go home because she has to make a left 
hand tum onto North Shore Road. Mrs. Lanci doesn't want to have to worry about her grandchildren being in an accident 
at this site. She asked if the police could have a bigger presence in this area. The Chief of Police stated that he will work 
on a plan to have officers around the area. 

Dawn Toto, 3 Landone Trail, asked about the process of changing the speed limit on the road and was wondering if that 
would be an easier and quicker solution. Ms. Toto feels that there should be a 35 MPH from Mountainside to after North 
Shore Road. 

Motion by Councilman Bonker, second by Councilwoman Franco to close to the public. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

September 21, 2022 Special Joint Meeting Minutes - Motion by Councilman Gallagher, seconded by 
Councilman Roseffto aoorove the minut 

Councilman Councilwoman Councilman Councilman Mayor 
Bonker Franco Gallagher Roseff Rubenstein 

Motion x 
2nd x 
Yes x x x x x 
No 
Abstain 
Absent 

October 4, 2022 Regular & Closed Session Minutes - Motion by Councilman Gallagher, seconded by 
Councilwoman Franco to aoorove th · 

Councilman Councilwoman Councilman Councilman Mayor 
Bonker Franco Gallagher Rose ff Rubenstein 

Motion x 
2nd x 
Yes x x x x x 
No 
Abstain 
Absent 

CONSENT AGENDA-All are considered to be routine by the Members of the Township Council and will be enacted 
on by one motion. Motion by Councilman Bonker, Second by Councilman Gallagher to approve the consent agenda. 

A. Resolution No. 199-2022 - Resolution Authorizing the Refund of Redemption Monies to Outside Lien 
holder - Block 230, Lot 8 - Richmond Road 

B. Resolution No. 200-2022 - Resolution Authorizing Purchase of Gift Cards for Prizes at Halloween 
House Decorating Contest- October 24-29, 2022 

C. Resolution No. 201-2022 -Authorization to Execute Change Order No. 1 for Proposed Improvements to 
Riverside Park to Pav-Con Construction Inc., for a Net Increase of $2,500.00 

D. Resolution No. 202-2022 -Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Township of Byram Approving 
a License Agreement with Enrico Bencivenga and Susan Jaques to Allow the Township of Byram and its 
Demolition Contractor Temporary Ingress and Egress Across their Property at 5 Rose Trail, Block 181, 
Lot 26 to Allow the Township to Demolish and Remove the Structure and improvements at 7 Rose Trail, 
Block 181, Lot 29.01 

E. Resolution No. 203-2022 - Resolution Granting a Place-to-Place Transfer for Expansion of Premises for 
Plenary Retail Distribution License Issued to Byram Beverage Inc. 

F. Resolution No. 204-2022 -A Resolution Authorizing the Renewal of the Group Life Insurance Policy 
for Eligible Employees through The Standard Life Insurance Company 

G. Resolution No. 205-2022 - Authorization to Cancel Previously Approved Purchase of One ( 1) 2022 
Ford F150 for the Byram Township Police Department and to Authorize the Purchase of One (1) 2022 
Ford Escape S 4WD for the Township of Byram Administrative & Construction Departments - Not to 
Exceed $23,390.00 

Councilman Councilwoman Councilman Councilman Mayor 
Bonker Franco Gallagher Roseff Rubenstein 

Motion x 
2nd x 
Yes x x x x x 
No 
Abstain 
Absent 

Jack asked about Resolution 205-2022 and a vehicle for administration. The Manager explained that the blue car and the 
truck need to be retired and a new vehicle is needed. Will be going from 4 to 3 vehicles for administrative use. 

BILL LIST - October 18, 2022 - Motion by Councilman Gallagher, second by Councilwoman Franco to approve the bill 
list. 

Councilman Councilwoman Councilman Councilman Mayor 
Bonker Franco Gallagher Roseff Rubenstein 

Motion x 
2nd x 
Yes x x x x x 
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I ~~=~~ I I -- I I I I 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
Soil Importation Ordinance- Mr. Sabatini stated that the zoning officer is in the audience and can offer any comments if 
needed. Councilman Roseff commented that we have a list of professional requirements when we get to a certain amount 
of soil. He suggested referring residents to other sections of the ordinance. Mr. Collins explained that everyone would be 
subject to the ordinance, and that the parts of the ordinance that Councilman Roseff is referring to is part of site plans and 
subdivisions, which single family residential homes are not subject to. Councilman Roseff feels that the limit is too low, 
and the ordinance is overregulating. Mr. Sabatini stated that this ordinance gives us the tools to regulate. We are not 
going to be knocking on everyone' s door but ifthere is something suspicious, we can take action. Without this ordinance, 
we can't take any action. Councilman Roseff stated that this ordinance is regulating a small amount of dirt. Councilman 
Bonker liked that there was a sliding scale on the amount of dirt that can be brought in depending on the size of property. 
He was happy to see a low permit cost and there was even discussion of not charging a fee. Councilman Bonker feels this 
ordinance strikes a good balance, and he is fine with the ordinance as written. Councilwoman Franco likes the ordinance 
the way it is written. She feels there needs to be some public notice put out that this will now be regulated. Mayor 
Rubenstein echoed Councilwoman Franco's response. Mayor Rubenstein feels education is extremely important. He is 
fine with the draft ordinance as presented. Councilwoman Franco said they should encourage people to speak up if they 
suspect something. Councilman Gallagher also emphasized that education is very important. He expects that town hall 
will get a lot of questions from residents on this. There is consensus from the Council to move forward. The Manager 
will have it ready to be introduced at the next meeting. 

NJDOT- Mayor Rubenstein has prepared a response to Mr. Sytko' s previous email of August 25, 2022 (below) and is 
looking for input from the council on any proposed language changes or additions. 

I have been authorized and instructed by the Township Council to send you the following response. 

Route 206/Forest Lakes Drive - The position that the DOT has taken on this topic is frustrating . DOT is asking for someone to 
spend a lot of money and time to conduct studies, provide engineering, and apply for a "Major Access Permit" for a road 
that has existed for longer than you and I have been alive. 

206/North Shore Road - I appreciate what you have said here and look forward to their formal recommendations. 

Mansfield Bike Path -All I can say here is that we are eager to get this repaired. The damage was caused by waterflow from 
DOT's property and what appears to be drainage infrastructure that has not been maintained for many years. Most of the 
damage is to infrastructure installed by DOT in the first place. This is a widely-used trail in our township. 

206/Pequest - We agree and understand that this is in the early stages of planning. All we can ask for is that we remain an 
integral part of any ongoing conversations about how this project will impact our roadways and residents. 

The council would like for representatives to come to a Byram Council Meeting to discuss the above matters, especially 
the Route 206/North Shore Road intersection. This, by far, is the most urgent topic at the moment as we have a good 
number of concerned citizens who wish to discuss this and express an opinion. 

CO Johnson Park Improvements - Mayor Rubenstein stated that he didn ' t feel the Council is ready to discuss the 
improvements tonight. Councilman Bonker said that there are many improvements that need to be done at COJ but they 
can't do them all at once. He feels we are making progress, but the Council has to figure out what can get done in Phase 
1. It is a long-range project with a lot of moving parts, and they just have to nail down how they are going to move 
forward. The Open Space Committee is working on this. Councilman Roseff asked if there has been Recreation 
Committee input in this. Mayor Rubenstein stated that there is a subcommittee for facilities in the Recreation Committee. 
Mayor Rubenstein would like to pull the Chair of that subcommittee into the discussion. 

Municipal Building - Nader Comments - The Council received a 5-page document from Nader responding to all the 
comments presented and requesting input back from the Council on several items. The Council resolved the outstanding 
issues and directed the Manager to respond to Nader with their input. 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - No comments 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION II 
Motion by Councilman Bonker, Second by Councilwoman Franco to open to the public. 

Brian Lanci, 27 Meteor Trail, stated that just because people aren 't here tonight, doesn 't mean they are not interested. He 
thanked the Council for their diligence. Mr. Lanci thought that the Township should move forward with pursuing 
lowering of the speed limit. Also, he suggested that a No Passing sign be installed. 

Nick Catrone thanked the Council for the support on the Soil Importation Ordinance. He stated that he has an education 
plan ready to put in place and will be ready to assist the residents with any questions. 
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RESOLUTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION - Motion by Councilman Bonker, second by Councilwoman Franco, to 
go into executive session and adopt the below resolution. 

RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P. L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in 
certain circumstances; and 

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 
a) Attorney Client Privilege Communication 

- General 
- Fire Department Donation 

b) Contract Negotiations I Expiring Shared Service Agreements 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Byram, that the public shall be 
excluded from discussion of the following matters: 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Minutes will be kept on file in the Municipal Clerk's office, and once the matter 
involving the confidentiality of the above no longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes shall be made public. 

BYRAM TOWNSIITP COUNCIL 

Certification: I certify that the Byram Township Council adopted the above resolution on October 18, 2022. 

Cynthia Church, Municipal Clerk 

ADJOURNMENT 
On the motion of Councilman Bonker, second by Councilwoman Franco, a 
adjourned at 9:45 p.m. All members were in favor. Motion carried. 

~:,_~ 
tynthia Church, RMC 
Township Clerk 

---
Minutes prepared by Doris Flynn, Retired Township Clerk 
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