TOWNSHIP OF BYRAM
COUNCIL AGENDA, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2019
EXECUTIVE SESSION – 6:30 P.M
REGULAR SESSION – 7:30 P.M.
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT
This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law. This meeting was included in the
list of meetings in our annual notice sent to the newspapers and posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building
and has remained continuously posted. In addition, a copy of this notice is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.
3. ROLL CALL
4. RESOLUTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION
a. Attorney Client Privilege Communication
- General
- SHBP Status
- BARKS
b. Personnel - PD Staffing
c. Shared Services – Mt. Olive ACO
5. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION
6. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION
7. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
8. REPORTS
A. Township Manager
B. Mayor and Council Members
C. Township Attorney
9. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION I – Meeting open to the public for comments on matters not on the agenda or items on the
agenda for which no public discussion is provided.
10. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
• November 18, 2019 Regular & Closed Session Meeting Minutes
11. CONSENT AGENDA: These items are considered to be routine by the Members of the Township Council and will be
enacted on by one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a citizen or Council member so
requests in which event the item may be removed from the general order of business and considered in its normal
sequence on the agenda.
A. Resolution No. 242-2019 – Resolution Authorizing Harold E. Pellow & Associates, Inc. to Proceed with a
Review of Alternate Access Options for East Brookwood – Not to Exceed $20,000
B. Resolution No. 243-2019 – Resolution Authorizing Navitend to Provide Byram Website Redesign Services –
Not to Exceed $2,900
C. Resolution No. 244-2019 – Resolution Authorizing Navitend to Provide Byram Police Department Website
Redesign Services – Not to Exceed $5,700
12. APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 3, 2019 BILL LIST
13. ORDINANCE – 1st Reading / Introduction
• AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 188 ENTITLED “PUBLIC
UTILITY POLES AND UNDERGROUND FACILITIES” BY ADDING NEW SECTION 188-6
ENTITLED “SITING POLES, CABINETS AND ANTENNAS IN THE MUNICIPAL RIGHTS-OFWAY” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BYRAM.
PURPOSE STATEMENT: The purpose of this ordinance is to modify the Byram General Code as it relates to
the siting of poles, cabinets and antennas in Township rights-of-way. As set forth in more detail below,
companies are seeking to place small wireless facilities within the Township’s rights-of-ways. Recent Federal
Communications Commission orders have constrained the way in which towns can regulate these facilities. The
purpose of this ordinance is to regulate these facilities in compliance with these orders. This, in part, requires a
broader regulation of all poles, cabinets and antennas within the Township’s rights-of-ways. The Township
believes that this regulation is important and necessary to protect the lives and property of its citizens.
•

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.

CREATING A NEW CHAPTER NUMBER 214 MUNICIPAL RIGHT-OF-WAY STRIP TO INCLUDE
DUTIES OF OWNERS WITH RESPECT TO MAINTENANCE OF THE MUNICIPAL RIGHT OF
WAY BETWEEN THE EDGE OF PAVEMENT AND PRIVATE PROPERTY
Purpose Statement: The purpose of this Ordinance is to create a new Chapter placing the responsibility on the
property owner for maintaining the Municipal right-of-way strip between the property owner’s lot line and the
end of pavement.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
A. Municipal Building
B. BPU
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION II
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Session II (if necessary)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS THE COUNCIL DEEMS NECESSARY
ADJOURNMENT

December 3, 2019

Township Council Agenda

TOWNSHIP OF BYRAM
SUSSEX COUNTY – NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE NO. XXX-2019
CREATING A NEW CHAPTER NUMBER 214 MUNICIPAL RIGHT-OF-WAY STRIP TO
INCLUDE DUTIES OF OWNERS WITH RESPECT TO MAINTENANCE OF THE
MUNICIPAL RIGHT OF WAY BETWEEN THE EDGE OF PAVEMENT AND PRIVATE
PROPERTY
Purpose Statement: The purpose of this Ordinance is to create a new Chapter placing the responsibility
on the property owner for maintaining the Municipal right-of-way strip between the property owner’s lot
line and the end of pavement.
Whereas, it is common practice that the public has assumed the rights of ways in front of their homes as
their own property and plant trees, shrubs, bushes, flowers, etc. and;
Whereas, property owners shall be responsible for maintaining the rights-of-ways in front of their
dwellings, which shall include trimming and cutting of trees, shrubs, bushes and/or the removal of
hazardous trees; and
Whereas, Chapter 214 shall be added to the Byram Township Code as follows:
SECTION ONE:
§ 214-1 Purpose and intent
It is the intent and purpose of this chapter to hold property owners responsible for maintaining the
Municipal right-of-way strip between their lot line(s) and the edge of pavement. Maintenance includes
but is not limited to: (1) trimming and cutting of trees, shrubs, and bushes; (2) removal of hazardous
trees; and (3) keeping the area free of any objects, structures, debris or landscaping, including but not
limited to walls, rocks, or any other obstructions. The Township of Byram shall not be liable for any
damage to, or caused by, any vegetation, debris, or structure in the Municipal right-of-way strip.
214-2 - Definition
MUNICIPAL RIGHT-OF-WAY STRIP - The area between the owner’s property lot line and
edge of pavement.
§ 214-2 Duties of owner
It shall be the duty of the owner of any lands in the Township of Byram to:
A. Existing trees, shrubs and bushes shall be maintained so as not to interfere with sight distance and
to keep the right-of-way safe to preserve the public health, safety and general welfare. The
foregoing shall not be deemed to prohibit the placement of mailboxes and house numbers in the
right of way.
B. Remove dead or dying trees and/or branches.
C. On and after the effective date of this ordinance, no objects, structures, debris or landscaping,
including but not limited to walls, rocks or any other obstructions, shall be placed in the
Municipal right-of-way strip.
§ 214-3 Violations and penalties.

If any condition exists that violates this article, the Township Zoning Officer shall notify the owner of the
property of such condition or conditions, in writing, by regular and certified mail or personal delivery.
The owner of the property shall have ten (10) days from the date of such written notice to correct the
condition or conditions so noticed. The Zoning Officer or Superintendent of Public Works shall reinspect
the lands in question after the ten (10) day period has expired to determine if the condition or conditions
have been abated or remedied. If the condition has not been corrected, a summons will be issued.
For each day the condition or conditions complained of continue to exist after the ten (10) days of the date
of mailing of the violation, the owner in possession shall be subject to one or more of the following: a fine
of not less than $200 nor more than $1000, and/or imprisonment for a period not to exceed 10 days at the
discretion of the court. Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served shall be
deemed a separate offense.
§ 214-4 Failure to abate or remediate conditions.
If the owner of the lands in question fails to abate or remediate the condition or conditions noticed by the
Zoning Officer or Superintendent of Public Works within 10 days of the notice, the following shall occur:
A. A complaint shall be issued by the Zoning Officer for the violation or violations of this article,
which complaint shall be brought before the Municipal Court.
B. If it is necessary to preserve the public health, safety or general welfare of the Township, the
Superintendent of Public Works may cause the condition or conditions complained about to be
abated or remedied and shall certify the cost of abatement or remediation to the Township
Council of the Township of Byram. The amount of such abatement or remediation shall be paid
by the owner, tenant or person in possession within 10 days of the date of the mailing by which
the invoice is sent to the aforesaid person.
C. If the owner, entity or person in possession of the dwelling or lands in question shall fail to abate
the condition complained of within the time period specified after receipt of notice, the Zoning
Officer shall cause the condition complained of to be abated, either by action of the Department
of Public Works or by engagement of an outside contractor, and shall present a report of the work
accomplished to the Township Council, along with a summary of the abatement undertaken to
secure compliance. He or she shall certify the actual labor costs of same plus 25%, but not less
than the administrative fee of $100, to the Township Council, which shall examine the report and
certificate and, if it is correct, cause the cost as shown thereon to be charged against the dwelling
or lands. A copy of the resolution approving the expenses shall be certified by the Township
Clerk and filed with the Tax Collector, who shall be responsible for the collection thereof. The
amount so charged shall forthwith become a lien upon the dwelling or lands and shall be added to
and become and form part of the taxes next assessed and levied upon such dwelling and lands,
shall bear interest at the same rate as the taxes, and shall be collected and enforced by the same
officer and in the same manner as taxes. Costs shall be in addition to any penalties imposed for
any violation of this chapter.
SECTION TWO:
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason found to be
unconstitutional or unenforceable, such decision shall not affect the remaining portion of this ordinance.
SECTION THREE:
All ordinances of the Township of Byram which are inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance
are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.
SECTION FOUR:

This Ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after final adoption and publication as required by law.

INTRODUCED:

ADOPTED:

ATTEST:

_______________________________
Doris J. Flynn, RMC
Township Clerk

TOWNSHIP OF BYRAM

____________________________
Alexander Rubenstein
Mayor

