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OPEN SPACE MEETING – February 14, 2022 

Members Present: Messrs. Sabatini, Bonker, Yappen, Rubenstein, Duch, Morykto, Raffay 

Also present: Caitlin Phillips        Members Absent: None 

Mr. Morytko called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

OS Financial Status Report: 

Reserve for Open Space- $525,488.90 

Reserve for Debt Service- $107,727.46 

Remaining Debt Service: 

Principal: $180,000 

Interest: $14,400 

Planning Incentive Grant- $373,180.54 

 

Approval of Minutes – January 13, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes 

Mayor Rubenstein motioned to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Bonker, with the minor spelling change 

of Westby. Mr. Raffay abstained. Motion carried. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Dog Park Project Status Updates from French and Parrello Associates 

Mr. Sabatini said the representatives from French and Parrello didn’t need to attend tonight. There was a 

meeting with them and the Highlands and DEP for pre-application review. They need to present a plan 

indicating the items they need to address for permitting and an application to the DEP. They’re planning a 

follow-up meeting with the Highlands, but no date was set. The meeting seemed positive, and there are a few 

items the Highlands and DEP will look at in order to approve this project, including what is doable for the dog 

park. Mr. Bonker confirmed Ms. Thorton was part of the pre-application meeting.  

 

Local Recreation Improvement 2021- Riverside Park Improvements 

Mr. Sabatini said they received notification that they were awarded a $75,000 grant for around a $150,000 

project. They’re finalizing the grant paperwork with the state, and Mayor Rubenstein should soon be expecting 

a notification that they’re okay to proceed. The application was presented that any match would come out of the 

Open Space Trust Fund, so the next step is budget introduction and adoption, listing this as a capital project. 

The budget adoption will be the first meeting in April, where they can complete the capital ordinance to allocate 

the full funding and to appropriate the grant. Mr. Morytko confirmed there’s no further action needed from the 

OS committee. Mr. Yappen asked for further details on the project. Mr. Morytko said it’s primarily updating 

playground equipment. Mr. Sabatini noted that items on the list include accessible and inclusive playground 

equipment, removal and disposal of the old basketball equipment, resilient playground surfacing, improvements 

to walking paths, resurfacing of the full-size basketball court, and installation of a kayak and canoe launch 

facility. The source of the grant was the NJ Department of Community Affairs. Mr. Raffay asked if there’s 

room to expand the park. Mr. Sabatini said any expansion of the footprint would have numerous issues, and it’s 

in the wetlands buffer of the river. Mr. Bonker asked about encumbering the money for this project. Mr. 

Sabatini said this is done as a capital ordinance; they’ll be spending out around $154,000, and when the project 

is complete they’ll request the $75,000 grant—for that portion it’s reimbursable.  

 

Trails Grant Updates 

Mr. Morytko said the trails grant was reviewed by the County and received favorably. The County is halfway 

through the grants, and can’t make a determination until they review them all. Mr. Bonker noted there are about 
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nine applications that were submitted. Mr. Yappen asked if there was any conversation with the County about 

updating their plans for the money provided. Mr. Bonker noted no conversation has occurred yet.  

 

Identifying Project Champions 

Mr. Morytko noted that with all the goals the OS committee has, including the dog park, kayak launch, and CO 

Johnson work, it would be good to have a committee member lead each project. He noted it would also be good 

for each member to take a few towns in the surrounding area and research their policies and procedures. Mr. 

Yappen noted regarding policies that this may not be the committee’s purview, but rather the Recreational 

Committee. Mr. Morytko noted that the OS committee could provide suggestions and examples to help make 

decisions. Mr. Sabatini said it’s up to the Council to designate this work and decide who is responsible. Mr. 

Duch noted it’s good to get feedback on projects to help anticipate issues.  

 

Mr. Morytko asked about the kayak launch project. Mr. Sabatini said the grant references the kayak launch at 

Riverside Park, so the best option would be to have that as a launch point. If the pathway to the river is 

improved, carrying the kayak may be less of a challenge. The potential launch at Waterloo isn’t feasible. Mr. 

Raffay asked about a launch at Johnson Lake; Mayor Rubenstein said that didn’t seem favorable because of the 

size of the lake. Mr. Sabatini said parking is a limiting factor.  

 

Mr. Bonker discussed CO Johnson Park. He found the final CO Johnson design and budget estimates for the 

subcomponents of the development. He’d like the committee to rank their priorities, and at the next meeting 

agree on the next project. Mr. Duch said they should also get some input from French and Parrello on what the 

next steps should be economically. Mr. Yappen asked what the second most favorable item on the survey was; 

Mr. Bonker said the walking paths at CO Johnson. Mayor Rubenstein said it’s important to have the plan 

finalized to make sure that’s set for the next few years. The Council needs to discuss how to finance the project. 

He thinks this committee can put together the priorities and recommendations for the sequences of the project. 

Mr. Raffay suggested fitness centers as a potential project, and to make them ADA accessible. The town is 

interested in pocket parks, and the fitness machines could be good for the seniors in the community. Mr. 

Yappen said towns have gotten grants from hospitals because it promotes health and wellness. Mr. Sabatini 

recommended if this is something of interest to have the two Council members on the committee bring the idea 

back to the Council, and if it’s something they want to explore, they’ll direct staff to research it. There was 

further discussion about the layout of the outdoor fitness equipment. Mayor Rubenstein said he or Mr. Bonker 

should reach out to someone in Netcong to see what their perspective is. Mr. Bonker and Mr. Morytko 

reminded the committee to have prepared for the next meeting their list of projects, A-I of the French and 

Parrello document. Mr. Sabatini said the focus would likely be the field house or fields. Everything else is 

conditional to those two projects. French and Parrello should provide guidance. Mr. Raffay asked about the 

drainage issues; Mayor Rubenstein said the only contingency is the realignment of the two fields.  

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS THE COMMITTEE DEEMS NECESSARY 

Mr. Yappen said he explored grants and other funding opportunities. For the dog park, he discovered programs 

from Mars and Petco. He noted they should explore funding options to get projects going. Mayor Rubenstein 

said it’s difficult to get grant funding until there’s a laid-out plan. Mr. Yappen said they can explore grants that 

the town itself can’t access. Mr. Morytko agreed, saying they can research what’s out there and the parameters, 

what other towns are doing, and where the grants come from. Mr. Sabatini said each grant needs research; 

priorities need to fit the project, rather than making the project fit the funding.  

 

ADJOURN – Motion by Mr. Sabatini, second by Mr. Raffay, to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m.  All members 

in favor.  


