
TOWNSHIP OF BYRAM 

MEETING OF THE BYRAM TOWNSHIP OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 

10 Mansfield Drive, Stanhope NJ 07874 

Monday, August 8, 2022 7:00 P.M. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89928503567?pwd=V0pqS2JUM3FzMlR2WWd2U1JNMmk1UT09  

 

Meeting ID: 899 2850 3567   Passcode: 814102 

Dial by your location: +1 646 518 9805 US (New York) OR +1 267 831 0333 US (Philadelphia) 

 

The public will have an opportunity to comment at appropriate times during the meeting. The following is the 

agenda to the extent known: 

• CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

• OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT 

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law. This meeting has 

been electronically sent to the newspapers, posted on the bulletin board of the Municipal Building, and 

uploaded to Byram’s website, www.byramtwp.org not less than 48 hours in advance of the meeting. In 

addition, a copy of this notice is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.   

• ROLL CALL 

• APPROVAL OF MINUTES – June 13, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes 

• OLD BUSINESS 

1. Forest Stewardship 

a. Glenside Woods  

b. Tamarack 

2. Trails Expansion Grant  

3. Potential Trails Committee  

4. Township Parks  

a. CO Johnson 

b. Neil Gylling 

c. Riverside 

d. Mohawk View 

• MEMBER REPORTS – Reports from members on actions by their committees pertinent to OS. 

• OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

• CLOSED SESSION 

• ANY OTHER BUSINESS THE COMMITTEE DEEMS NECESSARY 

• ADJOURNMENT 

 

Upcoming Meetings and Events:  

➢ August 5th-13th—New Jersey State Fair (display for Byram will be there) 

➢ September 10th—Byram Fest by Recreation Department 

➢ September 12th—Open Space Meeting 

➢ October 10th—Open Space Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89928503567?pwd=V0pqS2JUM3FzMlR2WWd2U1JNMmk1UT09
http://www.byramtwp.org/
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OPEN SPACE MEETING – June 13, 2022 

Members Present: Messrs. Sabatini, Morytko, Bonker, and Duch 

Also present: Caitlin Phillips        Members Absent: Messrs. Yappen, Raffay, and Rubenstein  

Mr. Morytko called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

OS FINANCIAL STATUS REPORT 

Reserve for Open Space- $343,485.35 

Reserve for Debt Service- $104,127.46 

 

Approval of Minutes – May 9 Regular Meeting Minutes 

Mr. Bonker and Mr. Duch abstained. Mr. Sabatini motioned to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Morytko. 

Motion carried.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Forest Stewardship 

Heather submitted a report on the forest stand; Mr. Morytko reviewed the invasive species information. There 

are wetland areas where barberry is growing; to address this they’d need approved herbicides especially suited 

for wetlands. Mr. Morytko noted a follow-up point is making sure this is sustainable, and not something that 

needs to be done every couple of years. He also noted they should ask for pricing. Mr. Sabatini confirmed this is 

for Glenside; he asked how the trail is maintained. Mr. Morytko said the markings could be better, but it’s easy 

to manage and not heavily used. Mr. Sabatini asked if they should focus on the harvest rather than the barberry. 

Mr. Bonker said his priorities are B and D on the document, the harvest and the forest stand improvement. Mr. 

Duch discussed the Environmental Commission’s invasive removal. Mr. Sabatini said he’d rather focus that at 

CO rather than Glenside. Mr. Bonker said the most money will be spent in the CO area; he’d like to see the 

timber stand improvements in Glenside Woods, and the invasive species removal should be in Tamarack Trail 

because of the frequency of use. Mr. Sabatini asked if they want to use volunteers for invasive removal; having 

a strike team for that for a few thousand dollars is doable. He’d rather focus volunteers on the trails committee. 

Mr. Bonker asked if Heather could lay out the trail near the dog park if she’s already going to work there; Mr. 

Sabatini said they could get a quote for this. Mr. Morytko said they’re in agreement on B and D in the letter; 

they also want to evaluate the Tamarack Park area. Mr. Sabatini said he’d like her to revisit invasive controls in 

Tamarack Park, and potentially blazing a trail near Tamarack. Mr. Morytko said he’d also discuss with Heather 

working on a new trail, to see if that’s feasible. Mr. Sabatini said they’ll need the Council to authorize funds for 

the harvesting plan and marking of trees. Mr. Sabatini confirmed they’d like to do both stands, so it’d be 

$1,300. Heather has to come back with a plan on item D. Mr. Sabatini said they need to find out when they do 

the scope of work for item D. 

 

Dog Park Updates 

Mr. Bonker said the next big item is selecting an engineer. They received indication that the State is willing to 

provide the transfer from the dog park side to the CO Johnson side; in order to do so, they need to see the design 

for CO Johnson Park. Once an engineer is chosen, they’ll look further at what they want to do in the park; the 

engineer will put this plan together. These decisions will be based on what is affordable. The state will want to 

see how the parking will look for purposes of calculations. There was some discussion about the timeframe for 

this project. Mr. Sabatini said there will be timelines on the permitting. Mr. Morytko asked about Open Space 

involvement, and confirmed this work is an Open Space expenditure. Mr. Bonker said other parks getting 
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assistance with Open Space include CO Johnson, Neil Gylling, and Riverside. The Council approved expenses 

for a flagpole and tree trimming at Neil Gylling.  

 

Potential Trails Committee 

Mr. Morytko noted he wonders what the Open Space’s role is beyond land acquisition. There was some 

discussion about the use of Open Space funds and the Committee’s involvement. Mr. Bonker asked about 

progress for Riverside Park; Mr. Sabatini said they’re meeting soon to see Mr. Stoner’s proposal. The 

playground equipment was ordered. The sections of this work are resurfacing the basketball court, the retaining 

wall, wood guiderail, ADA walking paths, and paving the parking lot. Mr. Bonker asked about closing the park 

during work; Mr. Sabatini said some places may not be accessible at times while work goes on. He needs a 

schedule of the work to determine this. Mr. Sabatini noted the tree trimming for Neil Gylling is done. They’re 

meeting regarding fencing, and the area to enclose could probably be done with similar materials for the 

fencing. There was further discussion about the fencing, and it was suggested this would be taken out of Open 

Space funds. Mr. Duch asked who decides what comes out of Open Space funding. Mr. Sabatini said some of 

these projects were not part of the capital planning process; they were presented through organizations. Mr. 

Bonker confirmed for the roofing at Neil Gylling it’d be for all year, not just seasonal. Mr. Morytko noted 

keeping discussions open between groups would be helpful, to keep the process for financing projects 

structured. He wants to make sure the Open Space Committee is involved in advising on projects related to it 

and its funds.  

 

Mr. Morytko talked to several people from the New York New Jersey Trails Conference, and with Corey, their 

New Jersey Program Coordinator. They discussed how they construct trails, which is done in-house. They have 

staff that manages construction, and a standing volunteer team. He’s looked at examples from other towns who 

have standing trails committees, and who can give an idea of how to approach this. Mr. Duch reached out to a 

member from Randolph, and will follow up before the next meeting. Mr. Sabatini said this is a Council 

decision, to see what to do with a trails group. He noted the Environmental Commission has taken the 

leadership on the trails so far, so it may be good for the Council to consider something similar to Randolph. Mr. 

Morytko agreed, saying the group would be good to provide recommendations on priorities. The subcommittee 

could be comprised of a variety of people and groups, who would be passionate about trails. He wants to 

provide the Council with their ideas and recommendations for this group. Mr. Sabatini noted through this group, 

they could get volunteers for various projects. There was further discussion about funding through Open Space. 

Mr. Morytko asked how to move the trails committee discussion forward. Mr. Bonker said he’s heard enough 

now to have a conversation with the Council. This would be something completely new, so it’ll take time to 

discuss. Mr. Sabatini said this could be brought up at the Council for a future agenda item. Mr. Morytko said 

he’ll put together a document for the Council to review.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Recommendation for Deer Culling 

Mr. Morytko said they have no reason to change parcels. Mr. Duch said at the Environmental Commission 

recently, there was a discussion about invasive species and deer, and they discussed having a deer presentation 

to Open Space or the Council. The objective is awareness of the current situation with deer; the speaker offers 

practical solutions for culling. Mr. Sabatini said if the Environmental Commission wants to do this as a public 

meeting session, they can put it together. Mr. Morytko said if there were recommendations beyond what’s being 
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done, he’d be interested in hearing them, but doesn’t see it fitting with the Open Space Committee. Mr. 

Morytko confirmed they’re in agreement to continue with the deer culling as proposed.  

 

MEMBER REPORTS 

Mr. Bonker said he got an update from the Sussex County Open Space Committee. In their March meeting, they 

approved the grants for the towns at the Open Space Committee level. They likely won’t get formal approval 

for another month or so.  

 

At a recent Council meeting the Historical Committee asked the Council to support a tourism grant; if received, 

the funding may be from the Open Space Trust, but it’s not decided.  

 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

No one was there from the public. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS THE COMMITTEE DEEMS NECESSARY 

 

ADJOURN – Motion by Mr. Duch, second by Mr. Sabatini, to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m. All members 

in favor. Motioned carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


