
TOWNSHIP OF BYRAM 

MEETING OF THE BYRAM TOWNSHIP OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 

10 Mansfield Drive, Stanhope NJ 07874 

Monday, February 13, 2023, 7:00 P.M. 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89090696712?pwd=b2ErTDJMMTNvWkYvTUVvdktEQmNDUT09  

Meeting ID: 890 9069 6712 Passcode: 796573 

Dial by your location: +1 646 518 9805 US (New York)  OR  +1 267 831 0333 US (Philadelphia) 

 

The public will have an opportunity to comment at appropriate times during the meeting. The following is the 

agenda to the extent known: 

• CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

• OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT 

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law. This meeting has been 

electronically sent to the newspapers, posted on the bulletin board of the Municipal Building, and 

uploaded to Byram’s website, www.byramtwp.org not less than 48 hours in advance of the meeting. In 

addition, a copy of this notice is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.   

• NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICECHAIR OF OS COMMITTEE 

• ROLL CALL 

• OS FINANCIAL STATUS REPORT 

1. Reserve for Open Space- $408,495.80 

2. Reserve for Debt Service- $65,795.59 

• APPROVAL OF MINUTES – December 12, 2023 Regular and Closed Meeting Minutes 

• OLD BUSINESS 

1. Forest Stewardship Updates 

2. Township Park Updates 

3. Grant Updates 

4. Trails Committee Updates 

• MEMBER REPORTS – Reports from members on actions by their committees pertinent to OS. 

• OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

• CLOSED SESSION 

• ANY OTHER BUSINESS THE COMMITTEE DEEMS NECESSARY 

• ADJOURNMENT 

 

Upcoming Meetings and Events:  

➢ February 19- Recreation Committee Polar Plunge  

➢ February 24- Recreation Committee and PTA Movie Night, at Byram Lakes’ School 

➢ April 10—Open Space meeting 

➢ June 12- Open Space meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89090696712?pwd=b2ErTDJMMTNvWkYvTUVvdktEQmNDUT09
http://www.byramtwp.org/
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17-286-56-000-001  Reserve - Open Space

          From 01/01/2023 to 01/18/2023   

                                                                                                                                                                    
    Date       Source  PO#      Contract#  Check #   Vendor#   Vendor/Description                             Budget  Debit  PO Encumber  PO Payment  Balance (CR)* 
    ========== ======= ======== ========== ========= ========= ============================================= ======= ====== ============ =========== ============== 

    06/18/2021 ENC     23857                                   ENGINEERING & LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE SERVICE                   30,167.17                             
    06/23/2022 ENC     25485                                   IMPLEMENTATION OF A FOREST STAND IMPROVEMENT                      975.00                             
    09/15/2022 ENC     25800                                   (SUPPLY ONLY) 8’H X 50’W GREEN WINDSCREEN W/                   18,248.00                             
                                                               ACTIVITY/BALANCE (YEAR START)                      -                                     408,692.40  

    01/18/2023 DJ 67   25800               6413      3464      CHALLENGER FENCE, INC. SUPPLY & INSTALL 6’ HI                 (18,248.00)  18,248.00     408,692.40  
    01/18/2023 ENC     26430                                   DAM INSPECTION                                                    196.60                 408,495.80  
                                                                                                             ------- ------ ------------ ----------- -------------- 
       *RANGE*                                                                                                    -      -   (18,051.40)  18,248.00     408,495.80  

                                                                                                             ======= ====== ============ =========== ============== 
                                                                                                                  -      -    31,338.77   18,248.00     408,495.80  

17-286-56-000-002  Reserve - Open Space (Debt Service)

          From 01/01/2023 to 01/01/2023   

                                                                                                                                                         Balance 
    Date       Source  PO#      Contract#  Check #   Vendor#   Vendor/Description                             Budget  Debit PO Encumber  PO Payment        (CR)* 
    ========== ======= ======== ========== ========= ========= ============================================= ======= ====== =========== =========== ============ 

                                                               ACTIVITY/BALANCE (YEAR START)                      -                                   65,795.59  

                                                                                                             ======= ====== =========== =========== ============ 
                                                                                                                  -      -           -           -    65,795.59  
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OPEN SPACE MEETING – December 12, 2022 

Members Present: Messrs. Sabatini, Bonker, Rubenstein, Duch, Yappen  

Also present: Caitlin Phillips        Members Absent: Messrs. Raffay, Morytko 

Mr. Bonker called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 

OS Financial Status Report: 

Reserve for Open Space- $402,515.20  / Reserve for Debt Service- $65,795.59 

Mr. Bonker noted that 2023 is the last full year for the debt service; Mr. Sabatini said it should be done at the end of 

2024. There will be $30,000 supplied for it in January of 2023 and another $30,000 in January of 2024.  

 

Approval of Minutes – October 10, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes  

Mr. Sabatini motioned to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Duch. All were in favor, Mr. Yappen abstained. 

  

OLD BUSINESS 

Township Park Updates 

Mr. Bonker noted the improvements to Riverside Park were completed and it opened recently. The work for Neil 

Gylling is also done. Regarding CO Johnson Park and the dog park project, they were notified that Highlands would 

pay for Phase 1, with the engineering work, with a minorly modified proposal. Mr. Sabatini said this would be done 

through a grant receivable. Mr. Bonker said they’re having discussions about Phase 1, and what they can afford now 

will be how the park is for a while. There are meetings this week with sports group heads to discuss the priorities, and 

things they can do without.  

 

Trail Grant Updates 

Mr. Sabatini said regarding the Sussex County trails grant that they need to rework the purchasing because with the 

quotes on the project, the proposed information in the grants was underestimated. The vendor also needs to be 

registered in New Jersey, which should be done by the end of this year. He noted there also needs to be more 

advertising for the Trails Committee. Rhino is the vendor for the grant project. The focus is to get Tamarack done, and 

the offshoot from the dog park, along with Cranberry Overlook to Indian Spring Road. The markers are a combination 

of being in the ground and on the trees. Mr. Duch suggested Vistaprint, for cards and stickers that could make this 

easier. Mr. Sabatini noted they want the Trails Committee set up before the spring, so this should be a main focus of the 

Council.  

 

Trails Committee Check-In  

Mr. Bonker discussed the new Trails Committee. He noted the Council passed legislation to authorize the Committee, 

and it has been advertised. He asked about sending another Nixle notice. Mr. Sabatini said they can, but thinks it’d be 

more effective to have a formal letter from the Council, who should also reach out to groups in town, like the 

Saltshakers, to invite them to join the Committee. The letter should be sent out the beginning of the coming year. The 

Committee discussed what would happen if they couldn’t get enough people for the Trails Committee. It was suggested 

that the Council could reduce the size of the Committee. Mr. Bonker volunteered to draft a press release. Mr. Sabatini 

noted this is an opportunity for the Council to draw interest to various Committees, since there will be available spots 

in 2023. Mr. Yappen asked, if they cannot find enough people for the Trails Committee the second time around, would 

they still exclude people already on other Committees. The Council could unwrite that part of the legislation to get 

more people. He also noted the Recreation Committee could handle trail work because it’s in their purview and they’re 

responsible for the town facilities.  
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NEW BUSINESS 

2022 Review 

Mr. Bonker listed the project accomplishments for the Open Space Committee. This included the dog park and CO 

Johnson design and Highlands funding for it, and the Sussex Trail award, and he noted that the County should be aware 

that $5,000 is not nearly enough for projects. He also added the timber stand improvements and sale, the renovation of 

Riverside Park and Neil Gylling Park, and the historic marker on Waterloo Road. Mayor Rubenstein said Riverside 

Park and the French and Parello grant are the major activities.  

 

2023 Planning and Meeting Schedule 

Goals for 2023 were discussed. Mr. Duch noted they should focus on how to pay for other stuff they want to do, like 

CO Johnson. Mr. Yappen noted he’s been working with the Historical Society, and suggested a “Friends of Byram 

Park” initiative to help with projects. Mr. Duch asked if the dog park would be finished early next year. Mr. Sabatini 

noted there’s work to do with the transfer of impervious coverage with the DEP first, which will take a while. Mr. Duch 

asked why things are moving at this pace, since a lot of people don’t know why things take this long. Mr. Bonker said 

they’re optimistic about getting this done, but they need to follow the correct process to have it done right. He added, in 

terms of 2023 goals, the three new trails at CO Johnson Park, another Sussex County trails grant, and a gazebo at 

Tamarack Park. Mr. Yappen said he’d like to finish what’s been started; Mayor Rubenstein agreed. Mr. Sabatini said 

he’d like to see the Council assist in having more resources in the municipal office. Mr. Duch said he’d like to find 

ways to support the Trails Committee where needed. Mr. Yappen added that he’d like to find ways to accelerate the 

dog park project. Mayor Rubenstein, said he’d like this process to be faster, but they need to meet with the sports 

groups and determine what is wanted and what can be provided.  

 

Meeting Schedule and Format Discussion 

Mr. Bonker confirmed the Committee would like to meet every other month, and still on zoom.  

 

MEMBER REPORTS 

Mr. Duch said, regarding the Environmental Commission, they’re losing the chair, and are looking for a representative 

for the Planning Board, as that was Lisa Shimamoto, but she’s leaving the Board. Mr. Bonker discussed a proposal for 

the Village Center, as a large portion of it is dedicated to Open Space. Mayor Rubenstein noted this is the Wild West 

City property, and there is interest in housing. Mr. Yappen left the meeting. There was further discussion about the 

Village Center.  

 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

No one was there from the public. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS THE COMMITTEE DEEMS NECESSARY 

None discussed. 

 

ADJOURN – Ms. Phillips will send out the 2023 meeting dates to the Committee. Their next meeting is February 13th, 

2023. Motion by Mr. Duch, second by Mr. Sabatini, to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m.  All members in favor. 

Motioned carried.  


