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Overview
Having a beautiful yard doesn’t have to mean using a lot of water or 
spending a lot of money. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA’s) WaterSense program can help you 
take some of the guesswork out of keeping a 
healthy yard while using less water.

Outdoor water use stresses existing water 
supplies by contributing to peak demand 
during summer months. During these hot, dry 
times, utilities must increase capacity to meet 
water needs, sometimes as much as three to 
four times the amount used during the winter.

This brochure provides a holistic approach to 
developing a water-smart landscape for your 
home or property. From thoughts on landscape 
design to daily maintenance, it includes a 
step-by-step process for any homeowner and 
examples of beautiful, water-saving landscapes 
from across the country.

WaterSense and this brochure make it easy to 
find products and information to ensure you 
have a water-smart landscape that you can be 
proud of—for both its natural beauty and its 
low impact on the environment.

WATER SENSE’S KEY STEPS FOR  
SAVING WATER OUTSIDE
•	� Timing is everything. Know how much 

water your landscape actually needs 
before you set your sprinkler. Your local 
water utility can offer recommendations 
and best times to water.

•	� Look for the label. WaterSense labeled 
irrigation controllers use local weather 
or soil moisture data to water only when 
needed. If your system uses a clock-based 
controller, consider upgrading to this 
smart technology. WaterSense laebeled 
spray sprinkler bodies with integral 
pressure regulation can reduce water 
waste by providing a constant flow at the 
sprinkler nozzle.

•	� Go with a pro. Contractors certified 
through a WaterSense labeled program 
can audit, install, or maintain your 
irrigation system to ensure water isn’t 
wasted. Ask for credentials!

look for



Water is our most precious natural resource; 
without it, there is no life. Yet judging by our 
water use and consumption practices, many 
Americans take it for granted. 

According to the U.S. Geological Survey, the 
average American uses approximately 80 
gallons of water per day—that’s nearly 260 
gallons used every day by the average family. 
More and more Americans are demonstrating 
their water smarts indoors by retrofitting their 
homes with WaterSense labeled plumbing 
products and ENERGY STAR® certified 
appliances. But outdoors, especially in the 
summer, the amount of water used by a 
household can exceed the amount used for 
all other purposes in the entire year. This is 
especially true in hot, dry climates. 

Gardening and lawn care account for the 
majority of this seasonal increase. Of the 
estimated 26.6 billion gallons of water used 
daily by households in the United States, 
nearly 8 billion gallons, or 30 percent, is 
devoted to outdoor water use. In dry climates, 
a household’s outdoor water use can be as 
high as 60 percent. The majority of this is used 
for watering lawns and landscaping. In fact, it 
is estimated that the average American home 
uses 50,500 gallons of water outdoors each 
year, mostly for irrigation (DeOreo et al., 2016).

Many mistakenly believe that stunning 
gardens and beautiful lawns are only possible 

through extensive watering, fertilization, 
and pesticide application. As this brochure 
demonstrates, eye-catching gardens and 
landscapes that save water and protect the 
environment are, in fact, easily achieved by 
employing water-smart landscaping. 

For specific information about how to best 
apply water-smart landscaping principles in 
your geographical area, consult with your 
county extension service and local garden and 
nursery centers. Local governments and water 
utilities also possess a wealth of information, 
suggestions, and sometimes incentives for 
using water more efficiently in all aspects of 
your life, including landscaping.
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Water-smart landscaping produces attractive landscapes because it 
uses designs and plants that are well suited to local conditions. 

What Is Water-Smart Landscaping?

HOW MUCH WATER DO WE  
USE OUTDOORS?

TOILET  
17%

LEAKS 
10%

OTHER 
6%

SHOWER 
13%

OUTDOOR USE 
29%

FAUCET  
13%

CLOTHES 
WASHER  

12%

Source: DeOreo et al., 2016 and Dieter, et al., 2015


